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ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

 
Dear God, 

We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's 
community. 

We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about 
You, ourselves and the world. 

Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 
We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 

Amen 
WELCOME

 
One more term to go - hasn’t time flown. We have a productive and rich term of 
learning lined up, to cap off a very successful year. Before we know it, these little ones 
will be in Grade 1! Below is some Term 4 ‘housekeeping’.  

The smooth running of our morning routine is essential in establishing a calm and 
focused learning space. The first school bell rings at 8:50am, and the students are 
expected to have already completed their morning jobs by this time. The first bell also 
signals to the students that they need to move straight to their classrooms to begin the 
day. If your child arrives after this time, please send them into the classroom as quickly 
and quietly as possible, to ensure a smooth and quiet start to the day for all students. 

Take Home Books are an essential component of your child’s Literacy program. To 
ensure they are reading texts that are appropriate for their skills and learning, each 
student is allocated a book box, as identified by their peg. Home Readers are supposed 
to be easy and enjoyable, as they reinforce learnt reading skills at home.  

Correct school uniform is an important part of our school. Please ensure that your child 
has the correct school or sport uniform, including black shoes for school uniform days 
and the matching socks (i.e. blue for school uniform and white for sport uniform). All 
shoulder-length hair must also be tied back and nail polish should not be worn. Please 
discourage students from wearing headbands/hair accessories that are not part of the 
school colours. All students should be in summer uniform by the beginning of Week 3. All 
students must have a school hat in order to play outside during Term 4 and it is 
important that students are wearing sunscreen to school each day. Sunscreen is 
available in the classroom for the students if need be. Teachers cannot apply 
sunscreen.  

Thank you to all parents who are able to help in the classroom this term. We understand 
that not everyone is available at this time, so feel free to pop in before school to have a 
look at your child’s work.  
 
We are here to support you, so feel free to speak with us if you have any concerns, 
queries or feedback.  
   



Alannah Cauchi, Plaxy Nardella and Alison Shea 
pnardella@sjelst.catholic.edu.au  
acauchi@sjelst.catholic.edu.au  
ashea@sjelst.catholic.edu.au  
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER - Please see the School Newsletter for further details.

 
● Wednesday 23 October: Prep Prayers in Pyjamas, 6.30pm at school 
● Friday, 25 October: Prep Science Incursion 
● Saturday, 26 October Working Bee 
● Monday 4 November: School Closure Day 
● Tuesday 5 November: Melbourne Cup Day  
● Saturday 16 November: Dad and Kids Camping Weekend 
● Friday, 29 November, 9.30am - 1.00pm: ‘Moving Up’ Day (Year 1 transition) 
● Friday, 6 December, 9am: Prep Assembly 
● Friday, 13 December, 12.00pm: End of Year Mass 
● Wednesday, 18 December, 12pm: Final 2019 Assembly, Term 4 ends (1pm) 

 
 
MATHEMATICS

 
This term we will be consolidating some core number concepts, including counting 
forwards and backwards, counting on and simple subtraction. We will also use a range 
of hands on activities and explicit teaching to investigate the areas of mass, 3D shape, 
data, location, pattern and sharing equally. 
 
We encourage you to continue to enhance their learning at home through: 

● Board and card games. 
● Repetitive counting. 
● Everyday experiences: cooking, measuring, counting. 
● Adding and subtracting money, finding change.   

 
 
LITERACY

 
Reading 
In Term 4 we will continue to focus on supporting the students to use their ‘Reading 
Tools’ to systematically read words by chunking the word, breaking it into known sounds 
and blends, reading through whole words and thinking about the meaning of the text. 
During the reading hour, we will continue to differentiate learning tasks to meet the 
needs of all students. Students will consolidate their understanding of how different 
combinations of letters produce different sounds. We will continue to focus on the high 
frequency words and reading comprehension strategies. The students will also build 
their oral language skills and further expand their vocabulary.  
  
Writing  
We will continue to expose the students to a variety of text types and structures in the 
writing block. To complement our topic unit on Science, there will be a strong focus on 
writing to inform through procedure texts. We will explore ‘functional text types’ closer 
to Christmas, by writing cards and lists. The students will focus on correct letter formation 
and punctuation, and we will begin to write using compound sentences. Please 
continue to encourage your child to write frequently and freely at home. 
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Irregular words: 
Wow - the students continue to amaze us with their work on irregular words! Practising 
these every night through card games, flash cards and spelling them out loud, is a 
fantastic opportunity to increase your child’s bank of known words. Students will 
continue to be tested on these words. If your child has learnt their words before this day, 
it is an excellent opportunity to locate the words in books and to practise writing and 
spelling them. Our goal is to ensure the students have consolidated this learning 
(reading the words in isolation and in context) before rushing them forward to 
something new –practise makes permanent!  
 
TOPIC ‘Living in a Material World’

 
This term, our unit of study is drawn from the Victorian Curriculum domain of Science. 
The students will predict and compare how objects made from different materials can 
be physically changed through different actions, for example, bending, stretching and 
twisting. They will identify why different parts of everyday objects, such as toys and 
clothes, are made from different materials. They will also identify materials that can be 
changed and remade, or recycled into new products, such as paper and plastic. 
Additionally, the students will investigate how food can be mixed to form different 
products, for example, jelly, ice cream or cake.  
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

 
The students will explore the concepts of God, Religion and Life. Following on from last 
term, students will continue to reflect on their relationships with God, themselves, others 
and creation. The students will also investigate the concepts of beauty and goodness in 
relation to God as Creator. Towards the end of the Term, the students will explore the 
meaning of Advent and Nativity. 
 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL)

 
This term, students will study the ‘Character’ domain. The main focus this term for the 
students is to learn about values and character strengths, which aims to develop a 
deeper understanding of themselves and connectedness to others. We will also extend 
our exploration of these concepts and study our school community values. The students 
will also explore and practise gratitude.  
 
 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell 
The Prep students will start the term by participating in the ‘Hot Shots’ tennis program. 
‘Hot Shots’ is a modified tennis program that addresses skills and game play, and is 
designed to introduce students to the game of tennis within a school setting. Fair play, 
cooperation and teamwork will remain a focus throughout the term.   
 
ITALIAN -  Franca Butera-Crea 
During Term 4 students in Prep will learn about Christmas celebrations and festivities in 
Italy. They will explore customs and traditions that are related to Christmas. Students will 
learn to recognise and correctly pronounce vocabulary related to Italian celebratory 
food and festivities, and describe foods that they like and dislike. They will also 



investigate the tradition of  ‘Il Presepe’ and ‘La Befana’ and compare them to 
Australian traditions. Students will learn to sing Italian Christmas Carols. 
 
VISUAL ARTS - Lidia Chris 
The Visual Art Term 4 focus for Prep will be developing their skills through painting and 
drawing activities. They will then finish the Term with Christmas activities to celebrate the 
festive season. 
 
MUSIC - Lizbeth Quinn 
After such an amazing Production, we will continue to sing each week in Music. 
Students will be encouraged to respond to different styles of music, communicating 
their preferences and discussing where and why people make and perform music. 
Lessons will continue to provide opportunities to enhance music skills through 
movement, games and playing instruments. We look forward to your students sharing 
their creative talents with during Music.  
 
 
 

We are looking forward to a wonderful last term together in Prep, 
where your child grows academically, emotionally, socially and 

spiritually. 
 

Alannah Cauchi, Plaxy Nardella and Alison Shea 


