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Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

Dear God,
We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community.
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You,

ourselves and the world.
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity.

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cares for others.
Amen

WELCOME

Welcome back to Term 3! The weather has definitely ‘set in’ and it’s been a cold and wintry start
to the term. Lots of opportunities to rug up with a good book or a board game! Term 2 brought
some wonderful learning experiences in Prep and Term 3 is gearing up to be just as jam-packed
and fun.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

● Parent Teacher Interviews - Wednesday 27th & Thursday 28th
● Prep & Year Five Parish Mass - Friday 5th August, 10 am
● 100 Days of Prep, Friday 5th August
● Junior School Book Week Performance, Monday 15th August, 2:15 pm
● Junior School Author Visit, Thursday 18th August
● Book Week Dress Up Parade, Friday 19th August
● Junior School Mass, Sunday 21st August, 10:30 am
● School Closure Days, Thursday 25th and Friday 26th August
● Father’s Day Stall, Thursday 1st September
● Father’s Day breakfast and Assembly, Friday 2nd September
● Last Day of Term Three, Friday 16th September, 1 pm

100 Days of School
On Friday 5th August the Preps will celebrate their 100th day of school. The theme for the day is
What will I be when I grow up?. All students are encouraged to dress up for the day and we are
asking families to please bring along a plate to share. To ensure a good mix on the day we are
asking for Prep N to bring along something sweet and Prep V to bring something savoury/fruit to
share. Thank you!



Classroom helpers
It has been wonderful to have parent helpers back in the classrooms this year and we thank you
for your endless support. We understand that not everyone is available to help out, but if you are,
please add your name to the parent helper roster out the front of both Prep classrooms.

Reminders:
Classroom routine:

● The smooth running of our morning routine is really important. The first school bell rings at
8:50am. At this time, students are expected to have already completed their morning jobs.
As the morning music plays, the students should be settling into prayer time on the mat.

● If your child arrives on or after this time, please send them into the classroom as quickly and
quietly as possible to ensure a smooth start to the day for all students. The morning routine is
essential in establishing a calm and focused learning space. Restricting the number of
distractions and interruptions to this time enables all children to switch their brains on for
learning and begin the day with a positive start. Please be mindful that your child is marked
late if they arrive after this time.

● Take Home Readers are an essential component of your child’s Literacy success. Home
Readers should not be challenging, they should be reinforcing the reading skills at home. It
is our job to focus on challenging them in Explicit Teaching Groups.

● If your child is showing signs of being unwell (cold, flu, tummy bug etc), please keep your
child at home until they are feeling well again. This way, we can ensure the germs do not
spread to the other students (and their teachers).

We are here to support you in helping provide your child with the best possible education, so feel
free to chat with us if you have any concerns, queries or feedback.

Kind regards,
Plaxy & Laura
pnardella@sjelst.catholic.edu.au
lvalentine@sjelst.catholic.edu.au

Victorian Curriculum

MATHEMATICS
Through a range of hands-on teaching and learning experiences, children will be exploring the
following concepts:

● Counting
● Counting On
● Making Ten
● Subtraction
● Time
● Days of the week
● Measurement - hefting
● 2D and 3D shape
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Ways to reinforce mathematical learning with your child:
● Please ask your child questions about their mathematics, what they are learning and how

they are improving. We also invite you to enhance their learning at home through:
○ Counting out loud - counting forwards and backwards from different starting points.

For example, start counting forwards from 9 and stop at 12; alternatively, count
backwards from 22 and stop at 11. Counting is critical to children learning to add
and subtract

○ Board and card games
○ Everyday experiences: cooking, measuring, counting etc.
○ Writing numbers correctly (formation is key)
○ Creating simple addition and subtraction sums.

LITERACY
This term we will continue to expose the students to a variety of text types and structures in the
Reading and Writing blocks. The children are doing a remarkable job when reading and our focus
at this stage is supporting them to use their knowledge of letter sound relationships to sound out
and blend words. They will be encouraged to use their knowledge of blends, digraphs and
syllables to read unfamiliar words. In explicit teaching groups students will continue to consolidate
their learning about initial, medial and final letter sounds, spelling patterns and irregular words. In
whole class reading, they will also continue to build their oral language skills and vocabulary, and
develop their comprehension skills.

When writing, we will focus on writing informative sentences using their understanding of the
features of a sentence. The students will focus on correct letter formation and simple punctuation.
Fine motor skills are fundamental in developing a child’s writing skills. We will be spending time to
ensure these skills are developed over the course of Term 3 and encourage you to continue
reinforcing this at home with simple games and activities, such as cutting, drawing, Lego and
playdough.

Irregular Words
Wow! What an amazing job the students are doing learning their irregular words! Practising these
every night, through card games, flashcards and spelling out loud, will help to increase your
child’s bank of known words. The students will be tested on a weekly basis this term. If your child
has learnt their words before this day, it is an excellent opportunity to practise writing them and
locating them in books. Our goal is to ensure the children have consolidated this learning
(automatically reading the words in isolation and in context) before moving on to something new.
We also encourage you to go back and revisit previously learnt irregular words to continue to
reinforce these.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
This term the students will explore the concepts of Prayer, Liturgy and Sacraments. The students will
learn about personal and communal prayer forms. The students will be invited to reflect on various
ways in which people can have a relationship with God. In addition, there will be a focus on key
events and celebrations within the liturgical year, supported by relevant scripture.



Towards the end of the term, the students will facilitate a liturgy, which we welcome families to
join. We will share these details closer to the date.

TOPIC
Biological Science
This term our first unit of study is titled ‘Ecosystems, Living things and Habitats’. Students will learn
about living and nonliving things. They will identify common features of plants (for example, leaves
and roots) and recognise common features of animals (for example, head, legs and wings). They
will recognise that different living things live in different places (for example, land and water), and
explore what happens when habitats change and how some living things can no longer have
their needs met. Students will be immersed in a range of real life experiences with our visit to the
Melbourne Zoo.
Physical Science
Our second unit of study is titled  ‘Push and Pull Forces’. Students will explore different forces that
affect a variety of objects in different ways, such as gravity, buoyancy, friction and magnetic
forces, and learn that energy can be transferred and transformed from one form to another. They
will use their science inquiry skills, such as making predictions, recording observations, and
analysing and evaluating experiment outcomes, to complete various physical science
experiments.

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL)
Berry Street
Students explored the ‘Stamina’ domain of the Berry Street Education Model (BSEM) Curriculum
last term, including concepts like naming feelings, growth mindset, and resilience. This term,
students will study the ‘Engagement’ domain. The main focus this term for the students is to learn
the importance of goal setting.

LIBRARY
Students will visit the library on Fridays. Please keep in mind that students are not able to borrow
books without their library bag. A gentle reminder that lost or damaged books will incur a small
fee.

SPECIALIST PROGRAMS
The children have Music and Italian each Thursday and Physical Education and Visual Arts each
Wednesday. Sports uniform to be worn for the whole day each Wednesday.

ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea
During Term 3, students in Prep will learn about the seasons, with an emphasis on Winter
(‘l’inverno’). They will learn about the northern and southern hemispheres and compare Italy with
Australia. Children will be taught vocabulary related to clothing worn, and food consumed in
winter. They will learn about the Italian artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo, and his portrait of the 4
seasons. Children will learn the names of some of the fruits and vegetables in these paintings.
There will be a strong focus on Italian culture in preparation for our Italian day which will be held in
Term 4, themed, ‘il made in Italy’.



VISUAL ARTS - Lidia Chris
During Term 3, the children will develop their clay modelling and printing skills using a variety of
different tools and materials. The activities will be inspired by books from Book Week, 'Dreaming
with Eyes Open' and the classroom science topic.

MUSIC - Ella Marton
Students will explore sound and ways of using their voices, they will use movement and percussion
instruments to express creative ideas. They will sing in unison and learn a variety of simple songs in
an appropriate range. They will perform rhythmic rhymes and use simple percussion instruments to
accompany the songs. Students will acquire a basic understanding of beat and rhythm and the
difference between them. They will focus on a steady beat and practise simple rhythmic patterns
using percussion instruments. Students will identify contrasting dynamics and moods in different
styles from a variety of music examples.

BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays are a special celebration in every child’s life and we are happy for you to send along a
small treat, e.g. cupcakes or icy poles to share in the class. Individual treats are preferred. When
bringing items into school, all ingredients must be clearly labelled.

Looking forward to another lovely term.

Plaxy Nardella and Laura Valentine


