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Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment 
 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

 
 
Dear God, 
We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's 
community. 
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about 
You, ourselves and the world. 
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 
We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 
Amen 
 
WELCOME

 
Welcome back to Term 3!  
The weather has definitely set in and it’s been a cold and wintry start to the term. Lots of 
opportunities to rug up with a good book or a board game! We thank you for your 
support in Term 2, which presented the unique challenges of remote learning.  
 
This week we met as a staff to reflect on the last Term's remote learning program, and 
feel fortunate to be able to refine our planning and implement learnings from last term, 
in order to deliver a program we think the students will really enjoy.  
We aim to provide consistency, as students will be familiar and be able to work with 
increased confidence and independence using the schedules. There are a few 
notable modifications, created from hindsight and feedback and with the aim to 
increasingly support children as we begin Remote Learning 2.0. These include: 

● Wellbeing Wednesdays (specialist program, less screen time, and a Wellbeing 
lesson in the afternoon) 

● Weekly Small Group Zoom Meetings (focused on children’s reading needs) 
● Please see additional information about these new additions below. 

Once again, all of the Remote Learning tasks will be designed for the children to 
complete independently, supported by explicit teaching videos or visual instructions on 
the Google slides. However, students may need reminders or occasional clarification 
with an activity. We thank you for your ongoing support with this, and we are sensitive 



to your existing commitments. As with last term, we are here to support all students and 
families wherever possible, to ensure a smooth and positive term of learning.  
 

 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

● Go to the following link to book a 15 minute appointment with your child’s 
classroom teacher on  Wednesday 29th July and Thursday 30th July. 
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=b75b5  

● Choose an appropriate time with your child’s classroom teacher 
● Bookings will be closed on Friday 24th July 
● An invitation to the Zoom meeting will be emailed by the classroom teacher by 

Tuesday 28th July 
● At your allocated Parent/Teacher Interview time slot, simply click on the link 

provided in the invitation to access your Zoom meeting.  
● There is one time allocation for each student. 

 
 

Prep Remote Learning 2.0 Important Information 
 
-The remote learning program will again be delivered on Google Classroom via google 
slides.  
 
-To avoid flooding you with emails each day we will no longer be sending a morning 
and afternoon email. We will send a Friday Bulletin for the coming week and additional 
emails when required.  
 
-In place of the five minute afternoon chats that took place last term, we will be moving 
to small group targeted teaching Zoom Meetings. In these sessions your child will be 
grouped with other students from their prep class. (see Zoom Meeting info below) 
 
-Each afternoon will now be device free. Children will work through their Religion, SEL 
and Topic Matrix (grid of activities in the pack). Simply choose a task to complete each 
afternoon and mark it off. We encourage you to stick this Matrix into your workbook so 
that it does not get lost, a copy of this document will also be posted on Google 
Classroom under Term 3 Information.  
 
-A noted change in this round of remote learning is the consistent time allocated to the 
specialist program and Wednesday followed by a SEL activity in the afternoon for all 
students from Prep to Year 6. This will provide an invaluable and dedicated time for 
classroom teachers to plan (similar to a typical week) whilst also reducing the screen 
time for our students (supporting parental and staff feedback). During Planning Time on 
Wednesday, teachers will be engaged in lesson preparation for the following week and 
will politely respond to any emails at a later time (within 24 hours). 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=b75b5
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=b75b5


 
-We will be looking into further ways to create connections between students and our 
school by possibly attempting whole class Zoom Meetings on occasions for things such 
as prayer, brain breaks or story time. Further information to follow. Our goal for this round 
of remote learning is putting our energy into targeted teaching and our student’s 
wellbeing. 
 
-Show & Tell topics will still take place weekly. We really encourage all students to take 
part. We found that Show & Tell helped the students feel connected to their peers for all 
children and  transition back to school smoothly.  
 

 
Zoom Meetings 
Children will be scheduled for a small group Zoom Meeting each week. These sessions 
will run for half an hour and be targeted towards your child/ren’s goals in Reading. 
These meetings are similar to guided reading sessions that occur in the classroom. 
Please look out for an email this afternoon that will outline your child’s schedule for their 
guided reading session. The time for these sessions will be the same each week to assist 
with scheduling and routines. Each meeting will begin with a ‘wellbeing check-in’, and 
general chat with their friends so that students can maintain their connection to their 
peers. 
If your child has a scheduled Zoom Meeting with one of our LSO’s, the learning that 
would otherwise be completed during this time, can be completed at another stage if 
possible. The live Zoom Meeting session learning takes priority. If tasks are uncompleted 
at any stage, they can be used as early finisher tasks at other times. Unfortunately, we 
are unable to reschedule these meetings to an alternate time. 
The Zoom Meeting sessions are a time for teachers and students to communicate. As it 
is a small group session, parent presence is not compulsory. Parents are welcome to be 
in the background, however we kindly ask that parent/teacher communication is 
saved for other times if needed. In line with child safety regulations, children may only 
use these links and attend the Zoom Meeting sessions when a teacher is present. 
We ask that over the weekend, you spend some time practising muting and unmuting 
your child’s microphone when using Zoom Meetings. This will greatly support us in 
delivering sessions that run smoothly and allow us to focus on learning and providing 
feedback.  
 

 
PARENT COMMUNICATION 
As mentioned above we will continue to send a parent update every Friday afternoon, 
with important information for the following week. The Google Slideshows will continue 
to be uploaded by 5pm the day before, to allow parents to have a read and become 
familiar beforehand if desired. 
 



Any additional information will be sent via email when needed, while ensuring not to 
flood your inboxes.  
 
Victorian Curriculum 

 
LITERACY 
This term we will continue to expose the students to a variety of text types and structures 
in the Reading and Writing blocks. The children are doing a remarkable job when 
reading and our focus at this stage is supporting them to take risks and have a go, as 
well as to use their Reading Tools to systematically decode words. They will be 
encouraged to chunk words, breaking them up into known sounds and letter blends, to 
read through whole words and to think about the meaning of the text. In Zoom Meeting 
reading groups the children will continue to consolidate their learning about initial, 
medial and final letter sounds, book orientation, sequencing events, story structures and 
irregular words. They will also continue to build their oral language skills and vocabulary 
and develop their comprehension skills. When writing, we will focus on the structure of 
an information report as well as consolidating the structure of a recount text. The 
students will focus on correct letter formation and simple punctuation. Strong fine motor 
skills are fundamental in developing a child’s writing skills and cannot be overlooked in 
the child’s development. We will be spending much time and effort in ensuring these 
skills are developed over the course of Term 3 and encourage you to continue to 
reinforce this at home with simple games and activities, such as cutting and drawing, 
lego and playdough. 
 
Irregular Words 
Wow! What an amazing job the children are doing learning their irregular words! 
Practising these every night through card games, flashcards and practising spelling 
them will help to increase your child’s bank of known words, their reading and their 
writing. During remote learning please continue to work with your child on these words 
and take them to the next level when they are ready, it will be located in Term Three 
Information on Google Classroom.  If your child has learnt their words before this day, it 
is an excellent opportunity to practise writing them and locating them in books. Our 
goal is to ensure the children have consolidated this learning (reading the words in 
isolation and in context) before rushing them forward to something new. We also 
encourage you to go back and revisit previously learnt  irregular words to continue to 
reinforce these. 
 

 
MATHEMATICS 
 
Through a range of hands-on teaching and learning experiences, children will be 
exploring the following concepts: 

● Counting  



● Counting On 
● Making Ten 
● Location 
● Time 
● Money 
● Shape 

 
Ways to reinforce mathematical learning with your child: 
Please ask your child questions about their mathematics, what they are learning and 
how they are improving. We also invite you to enhance their learning at home through: 

● Oral counting - counting forwards and backwards from different starting points. 
For example, start counting forwards from 9 and stop at 12; alternatively, count 
backwards from 22 and stop at 11. Counting is critical to children learning to add 
and subtract.  

● Board and card games 
● Everyday experiences: cooking, measuring, counting etc 
● Writing numbers correctly (formation is key) 
● Creating simple addition and subtraction sums  

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
This term the children will explore the concepts of Morality and Justice. Through Bible 
stories, the students will investigate the concept of stewardship from the perspective of 
the Catholic Tradition. The students will then  reflect on their connection with the 
environment and how they might care for it. They will also interpret human impact on 
the environment, evaluating it in the light of the Catholic understanding of stewardship.  
 

 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING 
At St. Joseph’s we explicitly teach our students social and emotional skills and strategies, 
within our SEL curriculum. The program is designed to address the Personal and Social 
Capability from the Victorian Curriculum, as well as the 5 SEL competencies of: 

● Self-management 
● Self-awareness 
● Responsible decision making 
● Relationship skills  
● Social awareness 

 
Alongside this, students will engage with the ‘Engagement’ domain from the Berry 
Street Education Model. We will explicitly teach the skills of: 

● Willingness (SMART goals, problem solving)  
● Positive emotions  
● Cultivating wonder 



 
 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS

 
We value the Specialist program that is offered during remote learning. Specialist 
teachers are working hard to create Art, Music, PE and Italian activities that require 
minimal parental support and are accessible to families. If one of these activities needs 
to be modified to suit your child or your home environment then please do so. For 
example, if an Art activity requires art materials please feel free to use any materials you 
have on hand at home.  
The Specialist teachers will be supervising the onite program every Wednesday, and 
therefore we ask families to use some discretion in terms of emailing the Specialist 
teachers during this period. We hope that the Wednesday Specialist/Wellbeing day is a 
successful addition to the remote learning program this term and gives students the 
opportunity to engage in some mindful and creative time.  
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell 
The beginning of Term 3 will see the students focusing on fitness. 
While a set PE lesson will be planned each week, I encourage students to also take 
opportunities to undertake physical activities that are of interest to them. Whether it be 
shooting hoops, playing kick to kick with a soccer or footy, following an online dance 
tutorial , or going for a walk or bike ride - moving for enjoyment is our priority. 
The students should take time to undertake activities that are also great for our mind 
and body connection, such as yoga and meditation. Each PE lesson planned will 
conclude with an activity of this nature.  
 
ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea 
During Term 3 Children in Prep will tie in with the theme of geography. 
They will learn about where Italy is situated in the world and compare its size and shape 
to Australia. Students will learn the days of the week in Italian, as well as revise 
vocabulary related to ‘la frutta’ They will continue to build on their numbers and 
colours. 
 
VISUAL ARTS - Lidia Chris 
During Term 3, the Art program will be delivered from a remote learning platform. The 
children will be given tasks that support their Geography unit of work “Places and Our 
Connection to Them”. They will be exposed to a range of lessons that will allow them to 
explore some of the many Australian Landmarks.  
 
MUSIC - Erin Absalom 
Students in Prep will continue to learn about singing, incorporating movement and 
dancing. Students will be introduced to the concept of pitch as an abstract concept 
and how to identify high and low pitches within song. By the end of this term, students 



will be able to perform a ‘mini concert’, consisting of 4 songs in a row with movement. 
This will be done in small groups. The character strengths that will be focused on this 
term are bravery, teamwork and creativity. 
 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Natalie & Plaxy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


