
 

 
Year 1, Term 3, 2020 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

 
Dear God, 

We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community. 
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about 

You, ourselves and the world. 
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 
Amen 

 
Welcome back - we can’t quite believe that it is already Term Three! It’s hard to believe 
that we are back to learning remotely! We hope you all enjoyed the extended break, and 
that our students are feeling rested and optimistic for the term ahead. We thank you for 
your support and positivity in Term 2, which presented the challenges of embracing a 
remote learning program.  
This week we met as a staff to reflect on the last term's remote learning program, and 
feel fortunate to be able to refine our planning and implement learnings from last 
term, in order to deliver a program we think the students will really enjoy. We kindly 
ask, that if your child will not be participating in remote learning on any given day, 
could you please email your teacher to notify them of this. 
We aim to provide consistency, as students will be familiar and be able to work with 
increased confidence and independence using the schedules. There are a few 
notable modifications, created from hindsight and feedback and with the aim to 
increasingly support children as we begin Remote Learning 2.0. These include: 

● Wellbeing Wednesdays (specialist program, less screen time). In the afternoon 
we encourage children to have some free play-time and enjoy some fresh air 

● Weekly Small Group Google Meets (focused on children’s reading needs) 
● Please see additional information about these new additions below. 

Once again, all of the Remote Learning tasks will be designed for the children to 
complete independently, supported by explicit teaching videos or visual instructions 
on the Google slides. However, students may need reminders or occasional 
clarification with an activity. We thank you for your ongoing support with this, and we 
are sensitive to your existing commitments. As with last term, we are here to support all 
students and families wherever possible, to ensure a smooth and positive term of 
learning.  
 
Elly Dillon and Rianne Coldebella  
edillon@sjelstcatholic.edu.au  
rcoldebella@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 
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PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

● Go to the following link to book a 15 minute appointment with your child’s 
classroom teacher on Wednesday 29th July and Thursday 30th July.   
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=b75b5  

● Choose an appropriate time with your child’s classroom teacher 
● Bookings will be closed on Friday 24th July 
● An invitation to the Zoom meeting will be emailed by the classroom teacher by 

Tuesday 28th July 
● At your allocated Parent/Teacher Interview time slot, simply click on the link 

provided in the invitation to access your Zoom meeting.  
● There is one time allocation for each student. 

 
 

GOOGLE MEET 
Children will be scheduled for a small group Google Meet each week. These sessions will 
run for half an hour and be targeted towards your child/ren’s goals in Reading. These 
meetings are similar to guided reading sessions that occur in the classroom. Please look 
out for an email over the weekend that will outline your child’s scheduled reading session. 
The time for these sessions will be the same each week to assist with scheduling and 
routines. Each meeting will begin with a ‘wellbeing check-in’, and general chat with their 
friends so that students can maintain their connection to their peers. 
If your child has a scheduled Google Meet with any teacher at St Joseph’s, the learning 
that would otherwise be completed during this time, can be completed at another stage 
if possible. The live Google Meet session learning takes priority. If tasks are uncompleted at 
any stage, they can be used as early finisher tasks at other times. Unfortunately, we are 
unable to reschedule these meetings to an alternate time. If your child is unable to attend 
the sessions over the four weeks, please let us know and we will do our best to move into 
another group session.  
The Google Meet sessions are a time for teachers and students to communicate. As it is a 
small group session, parent presence is not compulsory. Parents are welcome to be in the 
background, however we kindly ask that parent/teacher communication is saved for 
other times if needed. In line with child safety regulations, children may only use these 
links and attend the Google Meet sessions when a teacher is present. 
We ask that over the weekend, you spend some time practising muting and unmuting 
your child’s microphone when using Google Meets. This will greatly support us in delivering 
sessions that run smoothly and allow us to focus on learning and providing feedback.  
 

 
PARENT COMMUNICATION 
We will continue to send a parent update every Friday afternoon, with important 
information for the following week. The Google Slideshows will continue to be uploaded 
by 5pm the day before, to allow parents to have a read and become familiar 
beforehand if desired. 
Any additional information will be sent via email when needed, while ensuring not to flood 
your inboxes.  
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WORKBOOKS 
We have decided to send home weekly work packs as a booklet. We ask that sheets no 
longer be stuck into the students workbooks in an effort to care for our environment. Some 
sheets (e.g. sorting activities) will need to be torn out, and glued on the sheet in the 
weekly booklet provided. A workbook will be provided for this period, and will be solely 
used for tasks that don’t have a matching worksheet. We will stipulate this to the children 
in the lesson videos to avoid confusion. If you run out of pages in the workbook, we ask 
that you use some scrap paper from around the house. 
 

 
FEEDBACK 
Feedback will be provided to students in their small group reading sessions. In addition, we 
ask that you return the booklet (not workbook) every two weeks, when you are picking up 
the next pack in the designated times. We will correct pieces of work from the two weeks 
and return these to the students.  
 

 
CAREMONKEY REMINDER 
We politely remind families that all key school communication will be delivered through 
the CareMonkey platform. It is the parent’s responsibility to update personal details and all 
secondary contacts on this platform. This is strictly a parental/carer controlled application 
i.e. We are unable to add or amend personal details from the office. 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The Religious Education program this term will focus on the RE Curriculum content 
descriptor of Church and Community. Our unit of work will be supported by relevant 
scripture. Students will explore the idea of belonging, particularly within their immediate 
family, school family and the Parish. The Caritas Principles of Catholic Social Teaching will 
be used alongside the curriculum, including the principle of Solidarity. Through this, 
students will explore the idea that we should commit ourselves to the good of all, to stand 
in solidarity with our one human family. 
 

 
MATHEMATICS 
As we move into Semester Two, students will begin to learn about the number place value 
system as well as continue their learning with addition and subtraction with a focus on 
developing their ability to use efficient strategies when solving. In Term 3, students will be 
exposed to topics from the content strands of Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics 
and Probability. The term’s topics include: 
 

● Location (linked to Geography unit of work) 
● Chance 
● Multiplication and Division 
● Place Value 
● Addition and Subtraction 
● Fractions 
● Time 

 
These units include a range of hands-on activities, allowing students to see the relevance 
of maths in their everyday lives.  
Please encourage your child to discuss their mathematical learning with you and we 
encourage you to continue to enhance their learning at home through practising simple 
counting songs and games, as well as real life experiences such as cooking and 
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experimenting with money. Thank you for your support at home with encouraging 
mathematical language and experiences.  
 

 
LITERACY 
Reading: Reading groups will continue to focus on fluency, comprehension, decoding 
and vocabulary. A priority for the children this term, will be to manipulate sounds in words 
to develop their phonological awareness. We will explicitly teach the reading strategies of 
making connections, inferring, rereading, using expression and checking for meaning 
(‘does that make sense?’) during our shared reading. The students will also continue to 
build their oral language skills and vocabulary. 
 
Writing: In the first three weeks of this term we will be finalising our narrative unit of work. 
The children have been writing some amazing stories in class which follow the structure of 
orientation (characters and setting), problem and resolution. In Term 3, the students  will 
explore ‘Writing to Inform’, where they will write information reports that are linked to our 
Geography unit. Sentence-level grammar and writing conventions will remain an ongoing 
focus, along with the children’s handwriting and correct formation of upper- and 
lower-case letters. 
 
Spelling: Students will explore word families and will be taught which letter combinations 
to use when spelling less familiar words. Students will be taught the spelling patterns oo, oi, 
oy, au, aw, ir, er and ur.  We will have a strong focus on blending and segmenting. 
Students will have opportunities to develop their phonological awareness skills, with the 
use of one minute scripts. 
 
Take Home Reading: Students are expected to read at home on a daily basis. We will now 
include ten minutes of read to self time in each of the reading sessions. Your child will have 
five books from school that they can read over the two weeks. They will borrow five new 
books when you collect the next pack. We encourage you to listen to your child read at 
another time through the day, and record this reading in their reading diaries/journals.  
The books that your child brings home should be read with ease, which is the expectation. 
Home reading should not be a difficult task. Rather, it should foster a love of reading and 
to ensure reading remains an enjoyable experience at home. We recommend engaging 
in discussion about the books before, during and after the reading.  
Books have been assigned to students on BugClub as an extra resource to support the 
home reading program. 
 

 
TOPIC 
In our Geography unit students will be exploring the suburb of Elsternwick and its 
landmarks, before moving out to Melbourne, Victoria and Australia. Students will learn the 
name and location of the States and Territories when reading the book ‘Are we there 
yet?’, by Alison Lester. In the latter half of the term, children will explore sacred spaces 
around Australia and our responsibility to care for these. 
 

 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING 
At St. Joseph’s we explicitly teach our students social and emotional skills and strategies, 
within our SEL curriculum. The program is designed to address the Personal and Social 
Capability from the Victorian Curriculum, as well as the 5 SEL competencies of: 

● Self-management 
● Self-awareness 
● Responsible decision making 
● Relationship skills  
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● Social awareness 
 
Alongside this, students will engage with the ‘Engagement’ domain from the Berry Street 
Education Model. We will explicitly teach the skills of: 

● Willingness (SMART goals, problem solving)  
● Positive emotions  
● Cultivating wonder 

 
 

SPECIALIST PROGRAMS 
1C and 1D attend Specialist Classes on Wednesday.  
We value the Specialist program that is offered during remote learning. Specialist teachers 
are working hard to create Art, Music, PE and Italian activities that require minimal 
parental support and are accessible to families. If one of these activities needs to be 
modified to suit your child or your home environment then please do so. For example, if an 
Art activity requires art materials please feel free to use any materials you have on hand 
at home.  
The Specialist teachers will be supervising the onite program every Wednesday, and 
therefore we ask families to use some discretion in terms of emailing the Specialist 
teachers during this period. We hope that the Wednesday Specialist/Wellbeing day is a 
successful addition to the remote learning program this term and gives students the 
opportunity to engage in some mindful and creative time.  
 
MUSIC - Erin Absalom 
Students in 1&2 will spend term 3 learning about music from around the world. Building                             
upon the knowledge of Australian music taught in term 2, this term, students will expand                             
their knowledge of music to beyond our national borders and learn about the musical                           
traditions of other countries. Each week will focus on a different continent, and a selection                             
of music from that region. By the end of the term, the students will be able perform at least                                     
2 songs from other countries either as a soloist, duet or small ensemble. The character                             
strengths that will be focused on this term are love of learning, appreciation of beauty                             
and bravery. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell 
The beginning of Term 3 will see the students focusing on fitness. 
While a set PE lesson will be planned each week, I encourage students to also take 
opportunities to undertake physical activities that are of interest to them. Whether it be 
shooting hoops, playing kick to kick with a soccer or footy, following an online dance 
tutorial , or going for a walk or bike ride - moving for enjoyment is our priority. 
The students should take time to undertake activities that are also great for our mind and 
body connection, such as yoga and meditation. Each PE lesson planned will conclude 
with an activity of this nature.  
 
VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris 
During Term 3, the Art program will be delivered from a remote learning platform. The 
children will be given tasks that support their Geography unit of work ““Places and Our 
Connection to Them”. They will be exposed to a range of lessons that will allow them to 
explore some of the many Australian Landmarks.  
 
ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea 
Children in Grades 1  during Term 3 will focus on the theme of Geography. They will learn 
that Italy is a country that is shaped like a boot and it  is situated in Europe. Each week 
children will explore a different Italian city; Rome, Milan, Venice, Naples, Florence and 
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Sicily. They will continue to build on their knowledge of the days of the week, food, 
numbers and colours. 
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