
 

 
Year Two, Term 3, 2020 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

 
Dear God, 

We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's 
community. 

We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much 
about You, ourselves and the world. 

Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 
We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 

Amen 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are back to teaching and learning remotely! We hope you 
all enjoyed the extended break, and that our students are feeling rested and optimistic 
for the term ahead.  

We feel fortunate to be able to refine our planning and implement learnings from last 
term, in order to deliver a program we think the students will really enjoy.  

We aim to provide consistency, as students will be familiar and be able to work with 
increased confidence and independence using the schedules. There are a few notable 
modifications, created from hindsight and feedback and with the aim to increasingly 
support children as we begin Remote Learning 2.0. These include: 

● Wellbeing Wednesdays (specialist program, less screen time, and an afternoon 
of STEM or creative learning. With an aim to provide mid-week respite and 
provide teachers with planning time, as consistent to a regular week) 

● Creative Fridays (opportunities for children to choose from an array of activities 
in Reading, Spelling and Topic) 

● Weekly Small Group Google Meets (Wellbeing, socialising and learning) 
● Project-based afternoons 

Please see additional information about these new additions below. 

Once again, all of the Remote Learning tasks will be designed for the children to 
complete independently, supported by explicit teaching videos or visual instructions on 
the Google slides. However, students may need reminders or occasional clarification 
with an activity. If your child is really struggling with new learning or a task, please put it 
aside and save it for your child’s Google Meet with their teacher. We thank you for your 
ongoing support with this, and we are sensitive to your existing commitments. As with last 
term, we are here to support all students and families wherever possible, to ensure a 
smooth and positive term of learning.  

As always, please feel free to chat to one of us with any questions. We look forward to 
working with you and your children in Term Three. Take care of yourselves and one another.  
Lisa Mclean and Alice Nelligan 
lmclean@sjlst.catholic.edu.au 
anelligan@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 
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GOOGLE MEETS, GOOGLE FORMS, TEACHER FEEDBACK

 
In addition to our morning teacher videos, students will participate in a weekly 30 minute 
small group Google Meet. Please keep an eye out for an email containing your child’s 
scheduled time and link. The time for these sessions will be the same each week to assist with 
scheduling and routines. Each meeting will begin with a ‘wellbeing check-in’, and general 
chat with their friends so that students can maintain their connection to their peers. There will 
then be a Reading, Spelling or Mathematics explicit teaching focus, where we can monitor 
student learning and provide feedback on work shared during these sessions. 
 
Student wellbeing will be further monitored through Google Forms, which will be on the 
Google Slideshow on a Monday morning and Friday afternoon. This will assist us in 
understanding if any students may need an additional Google Meet, whether for a 
wellbeing or learning matter.  
 
If your child has a scheduled Google Meet with any teacher at St Joseph’s, the learning that 
would otherwise be completed during this time, can be completed at another stage if 
possible. The live Google Meet session learning takes priority. If tasks are uncompleted at any 
stage, they can be used as early finisher tasks at other times. Due to differing family 
circumstances, we understand that the workload was challenging  for some, whereas for 
other children, tasks were completed quickly (similar to what it is like in the classroom). 
Student wellbeing is priority.  
 
The Google Meet sessions are a time for teachers and students to communicate. As it is a 
small group session, parent presence is not compulsory. Parents are welcome to be in the 
background, however we kindly ask that parent/teacher communication is saved for other 
times if needed. Inline with child safety regulations, children may only use these links and 
attend the Google Meet sessions when a teacher is present. If you are present, it is essential 
that all parents comply with the following guidelines: 

- To protect the integrity of all students, all sessions are confidential.  
- Parents and students must maintain confidentiality and not discuss any personal 

information about other students involved. 
- Students involved in sessions must be dressed appropriately and comply with the St 

Joseph’s Acceptable Use of ICT policy.  

These guidelines will protect the integrity of all students, while also providing them with the 
best educational support we can offer at this time. 

 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
 

● Go to the following link to book a 15 minute appointment with your child’s 
classroom teacher on  Wednesday 29th July & Thursday 30th July.  
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=b75b5  

● Choose an appropriate time with your child’s classroom teacher 
● Bookings will be closed on Friday 24th July 
● An invitation to the Zoom meeting will be emailed by the classroom teacher by 

Tuesday 28th July 
● At your allocated Parent/Teacher Interview time slot, simply click on the link 

provided in the invitation to access your Zoom meeting.  
● There is one time allocation for each student. 

 
PARENT COMMUNICATION
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We will continue to send a parent update every Friday afternoon, with important information 
for the following week. The Google Slideshows will continue to be uploaded by 5pm the day 
before, to allow parents to have a read and become familiar beforehand if desired. 
 
Any additional information will be sent via email when needed, while ensuring not to flood 
your inboxes. As always, we welcome questions or concerns to lmclean@sjlst.catholic.edu.au 

or anelligan@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 
 

 
CareMonkey Reminder 
We politely remind families that all key school communication will be delivered through the 
CareMonkey platform. It is the parent’s responsibility to update personal details and all 
secondary contacts on this platform. This is strictly a parental/carer controlled application i.e. 
We are unable to add or amend personal details from the office. 
 
 
REMOTE LEARNING TIDBITS

 
● The daily timetable is a guide. We understand that some students enjoyed the 

consistent and clear schedule, whilst others preferred to begin work early or not start 
until the afternoon. We also know that some families preferred to work on weekends 
and have some weekdays off. Please do what works best for you and your family. 
Whilst we provide a very particular daily schedule, we remain understanding that 
modifications are made where needed. 

● To manage teacher email inboxes, we have made adjustments to the way in which 
we view and provide feedback to student work. As we will now have the weekly 
Google Meets, we will be able to view student work and provide feedback during 
these times. Every now and then, we will ask a particular work sample to be emailed 
at the end of the day. When this is required, there will be an email symbol on the 
lesson slide in the Google Slide shows. We will also communicate this with the 
children, so that they are aware of what is expected. We thank you in advance. 

● Please ensure all tasks and resources are kept or glued into the workbook or tub 
provided, as different resources or activities may be utilised in the coming weeks. 

● We kindly ask, that if your child will not be participating in remote learning on any 
given day, could you please email your teacher to notify them of this. 

● Coming off the back of the Class Dojo success, we have created another reward 
system to support student engagement. There will be a SuperHero Reward chart 
glued into the front of your child’s workbook. Teachers will award students for positive 
efforts and learning, by asking them to colour in squares on the chart. When students 
reach the superhero square, they will be able to create a video of a special message 
to their friends that we will upload onto the Google slides. 

● On Thursday afternoons, students will begin participating in a Typing Club. Students 
will learn correct finger placing on the keys, as well is learn basic touch typing skills. 
Further details and instructions to come. 

 
ICT AGREEMENT 
At the beginning of the year, each Year Two student participated in an ICT and internet 
safety unit of learning. They then signed an ICT Agreement, which we have attached for your 
knowledge. 
Please also note these considerations regarding Chromebook usage: 

● Chromebooks are only to be used during the hours of Remote Learning and will 
need to be stored safely for the rest of the day. 

● The sole purpose of the Chromebook is to complete assigned school work and 
tasks set by the teacher. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The Religious Education program this term will focus on the RE Curriculum content descriptor 
of Church and Community. To begin the Remote Learning period, students will learn about 
prayer, before writing and publishing their own. We will kindly ask that these will be filmed 
and emailed to your child’s teacher, to which we will then upload onto the Google 
slideshow as our morning prayer. 
 
Our unit of work will be supported by relevant scripture. Students will explore the idea of 
belonging, particularly within their immediate family, school family and the Parish. The Caritas 
Principles of Catholic Social Teaching will be used alongside the curriculum, including the 
principle of Solidarity. Through this, students will explore the idea that we should commit 
ourselves to the good of all, to stand in solidarity with our one human family. 
 

 
 
NUMERACY 
During Term Three students will continue to revise, consolidate and extend their number skills 
through a multiplication unit, as well as completing ‘Number Blaster’ multiple exposure 
mini-lessons on place value and addition and subtraction. To assist with Remote Learning, we 
have provided counters, a dice, and a 100s chart in each child’s book tub. Please ensure 
these are stored safely for repeated use over this period. 
 
The following concepts from the content strands of Measurement and Geometry, and 
Statistics and Probability will also be covered:  

● Location (linked to Geography unit of work) 
● Money 
● Pattern 
● Fractions (in the latter part of the term) 

 
Students have also been divided into new groups, each of which has been allocated a 
weekly Google Meet with their teacher.  
 

 
LITERACY 
In Term Three students will learn about the following concepts, skills and topics within each 
area of the Literacy curriculum;  
 
Reading: Students will explore non-fiction texts, to both develop their understanding of the 
features of these texts, and learn and comprehend content to support our Topic Unit. 
Students will participate in daily reading lessons and will continue to practise their ability to 
read and comprehend texts suitable to their level on Bug club. Students have also been 
divided into new groups, each of which has been allocated a weekly Google Meet with 
their teacher. We will also be reading a class novel ‘Grandpa’s Great Escape’ by David 
Walliams, to the students during the Remote Learning period. 
 
Writing: Students will learn about the structure, author’s purpose and language used when 
writing a variety of texts such as information reports and persuasive writing. The students will 
explore ‘Writing to Inform’, where they will write information reports that are linked to our 
Geography unit. We will finish off the term with a unit on persuasive writing. Sentence-level 
grammar and writing conventions will remain an ongoing focus, along with the children’s 
handwriting and correct formation of upper- and lower-case letters. 
 
Spelling: This term we are continuing with the scope and sequence of the Multisensory 
Structured Language program. Students will have an explicit teaching session for 30 minutes 
everyday, where they will practice the soundpack and are taught spelling rules, patterns 
and sounds. Students will be taught the spelling patterns oo, ea, au, aw, ir, er and ur, as well 
as learning about prefixes, suffixes and the morphology of words. We have provided a 
whiteboard and whiteboard marker to use during the Remote Learning period. 
 
Students will also have opportunities to practice their irregular word spelling. Please keep an 
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eye out for an email next week, that will detail the implementation of this program. 
 
Home Reading: Students are expected to read at home on a daily basis. Please ensure you 
record the books your child reads in their diary. 
Home reading should not be a difficult task. Rather, it should foster a love of reading and to 
ensure reading remains an enjoyable experience at home. We recommend engaging in 
discussion about the books before, during and after the reading.  
 
 
 
 

 
TOPIC 
In our Geography unit students will be exploring Australian states and territories, and different 
natural and man-made landmarks around our country. Students will learn the name and 
location of the States and Territories when reading the book ‘Are we there yet?’, by Alison 
Lester, as well as completing mapping tasks during our Location unit in Mathematics.  
 
Students will complete a project, during which they’ll select a landmark in Australia and 
research what makes it unique. Students will then make a diorama, model or scene of their 
chosen landmark. There will be some flexibility with the mode of presentation, as we 
understand different families have different resources available. We will kindly ask for the 
students to be filmed presenting their research project. These presentations (as part of our 
speaking and Listening curriculum), will then be emailed to your child’s teacher and included 
in a special Google slideshow presentation. More information to come! 
 
The Topic lessons are over two afternoons each week, so offline options will be a great way 
to enjoy an ‘unplugged’ afternoon.  
In the latter half of the term, children will explore sacred spaces around Australia and our 
responsibility to care for these. 

 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING 
At St. Joseph’s we explicitly teach our students social and emotional skills and strategies, 
within our SEL curriculum. The program is designed to address the Personal and Social 
Capability from the Victorian Curriculum, as well as the 5 SEL competencies of: 

● Self-management 
● Self-awareness 
● Responsible decision making 
● Relationship skills  
● Social awareness 

 
Alongside this, students will engage with the ‘Engagement’ domain from the Berry Street 
Education Model. We will explicitly teach the skills of: 

● Willingness (SMART goals, problem solving)  
● Positive emotions  
● Cultivating wonder 

 
Additional wellbeing learning and support throughout the Remote Learning period will 
include brain breaks throughout the Google Slideshows, as well as mindful colouring, kids 
yoga sessions and Google form check-ins. 
 

 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS 
All specialist lessons will take place on Wednesday during Remote Learning, as part of our 
Wellbeing Wednesdays. 

We value the Specialist program that is offered during Remote Learning. Specialist teachers 
are working hard to create Art, Music, PE and Italian activities that require minimal parental 
support and are accessible to families. If one of these activities needs to be modified to suit 
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your child or your home environment then please do so. For example, if an Art activity 
requires art materials please feel free to use any materials you have on hand at home.  

The Specialist teachers will be supervising the onite program every Wednesday, and 
therefore we ask families to use some discretion in terms of emailing the Specialist teachers 
during this period. We hope that the Wednesday Specialist/Wellbeing day is a successful 
addition to the remote learning program this term and gives students the opportunity to 
engage in some mindful and creative time.  

 

MUSIC - Erin Absalom 
Students in Year Two will continue to learn about singing, incorporating movement and                         
dancing. Students will be introduced to the concept of pitch as an abstract concept and                             
how to identify high and low pitches within song. The character strengths that will be focused                               
on this term are bravery, teamwork and creativity. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell 
The beginning of Term 3 will see the students focusing on fitness. 
While a set PE lesson will be planned each week, I encourage students to also take 
opportunities to undertake physical activities that are of interest to them. Whether it be 
shooting hoops, playing kick to kick with a soccer or footy, following an online dance tutorial 
, or going for a walk or bike ride - moving for enjoyment is our priority. 
The students should take time to undertake activities that are also great for our mind and 
body connection, such as yoga and meditation. Each PE lesson planned will conclude with 
an activity of this nature.  
 
VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris 
During Term 3, the Art program will be delivered from a Remote Learning platform. The 
children will be given tasks that support their Geography unit of work ““Places and Our 
Connection to Them”. They will be exposed to a range of lessons that will allow them to 
explore some of the many Australian Landmarks.  
 
ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea 
During Term 3, children in Grade 2 will focus on the theme of Geography. They will learn that                                   
Italy is a country that is shaped like a boot and it is situated in Europe. Each week children will                                       
explore a different Italian city; Rome, Milan, Venice, Naples, Florence and Sicily. They will                           
continue to build on their knowledge of the days of the week, food, numbers and colours. 
 
 

As always, if there are any questions or feedback, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 

We are all in this together. 
 

Lisa Mclean and Alice Nelligan 
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