
 

 

 
Term 1, Year 3, 2019 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment 

 

 
 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER
 

 
Dear God, 

We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community. 
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You, 

ourselves and the world. 
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 
Amen 

 

 

WELCOME
 

Welcome to Year 3, 2019! As we settle into our classrooms with the students, we’d like to 
welcome you all to another year at St Joseph’s. Year 3 will be full of excitement, with the 
children taking part in Reconciliation, school camp, and a range of rich learning 
experiences inside and outside the classroom.  

In Year 3 there is a big emphasis on routine and developing students personal organisation 
and responsibility. Students are expected to be at school by 8.50am with prayer beginning 
promptly at 8.55am. Prayer is a calm and inclusive start to each day. 

Each Friday afternoon, we will send you an email outlining the coming week’s events so 
please ensure you have provided us with your most up-to-date contact information.  

On Wednesday afternoons, 3O students will be taught by Mrs Pepper. Mrs Pepper was the 
St Joseph’s literacy leader prior to taking leave in 2018. We welcome her back into our 
community and feel privileged that she will be working closely with us this year. She brings a 
wealth of knowledge and expertise! 

We look forward to working with you and your children, to ensure they not only receive the 
best possible education, but also feel safe and happy. Please don’t hesitate to approach 
or email us with any concerns or questions. We look forward to a wonderful year! 

Annie Opasinis and Taylor Culpepper 

 

aopasinis@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 
tculpepper@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 
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IMPORTANT TERM 1 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

 
● Thursday, 31 January - Term 1 starts  
● Friday, 8 February, 1.00pm - Welcome Mass,  
● Friday, 8 February, 3.30pm onwards - Welcome BBQ 
● Monday, 11 February, 6.30pm - Parent information evening, Understanding Anxiety in 

Children with Georgina Manning (parents strongly encouraged to attend, please 
RSVP via CareMonkey) 

● Wednesday, 13 February, 7.30pm - P & F meeting 
● Tuesday, 19 and Wednesday, 20 February - Parent teacher information exchange 
● Thursday, 21 February - Year 3 and 4 First Aid Incursion 
● Wednesday, 27 February - School photos 
● Thursday, 28 February - District swimming 
● Friday, 1 March, 9.00am to 12.00pm - Grandparents’ Day 
● Wednesday, 6 March, 10.00am - Ash Wednesday Mass 
● Thursday, 7 and Friday, 8 March - School closure 
● Monday, 11 March - Labour Day 
● Tuesday, 19 March, 10.00am - St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass 
● Wednesday, 20 March - School Athletics Carnival 
● Saturday, 23 March - Colour Run (P&F event) 
● Friday, 29 March, 12pm - Year 3 and 4 Mass 
● Monday, 1 April, 9.00am - Holy Week liturgy, Palm Sunday, led by Prep 
● Tuesday, 2 April, 9.00am - Holy Week liturgy, Washing of the Feet and The Last 

Supper, led by Year 2 
● Wednesday, 3 April, 9.00am - Holy Week liturgy, Stations of the Cross, led by Year 6 
● Thursday, 4 April - Harmony Day celebrations 
● Friday, 5 April, 1.00pm - Term 1 ends 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
The Religious Education program this term will be based on the RE Curriculum area of 
Church and Community. Students will explain the role of Mary and discipleship in the early 
Church, interpreting the importance of such roles. Then, students will be provided with 
opportunities to reflect on the present Parish community and the ways in which it enables 
discipleship. This unit will link seamlessly with the school’s termly Topic unit, below.  
 
Through Religious Education, links will be made with the Victorian Curriculum capabilities. 
These include: 

● Personal and Social 
● Intercultural and Ethical 
● Critical and Creative Thinking 

 
Through these capabilities, students will be provided with opportunities to explore social 
justice issues using the principles of Catholic social teaching.  
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TOPIC
 

This term, Years 3 and 4 will be focusing on the Victorian Curriculum humanities area of 
Civics and Citizenship through the unit, ‘Let’s see what’s out there!’. Students will explore 
what it means to be a part of a community and what a successful community looks like. 
They will explore how decisions are made within a community, the impact they have, and 
how they can contribute and support a positive change. To assist them with this, students 
will investigate how and why rules and laws are made. This will result in a final project where 
students will be supported to take action from their developed understanding. 
 
 
NUMERACY

 
In Term 1, students will begin to revise their understanding of Number and Algebra skills, 
building on their knowledge from Year 2. Students will be provided with many opportunities 
to explore the below topics, using a range of authentic and open-ended learning 
experiences: 

●     Place value 
●     Addition and subtraction 
●     Time 
● An introduction to Multiplication 

 
Telling the time can be a difficult concept to grasp. You can support your child’s learning 
at home by encouraging him or her to practise identifying the time of regular activities on 
an analogue clock. We strongly encourage students to wear an analogue clock to support 
the language of ‘past’ and ‘to’ 
when telling time. 
 
Students will be assessed regularly 
to inform our teaching and ensure 
that the learning is based on your 
child’s needs. We will have some 
additional classroom support at 
various times throughout the week, 
to target specific learning goals.   
 
 
LITERACY

 
Reading in Year 3 will be planned 
using the Fountas and Pinnell 
literacy continuum. Students will 
move from thinking within the text, 
to thinking beyond the text and, 
finally, about the text. In each area, 
there are twelve strategic actions 
that assist a reader in processing 
and understanding a text. Students 
will be explicitly taught each of 
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these strategic actions, along with weekly Guided Reading groups, to target individual 
learning goals. Students will be grouped based on data collected from the end of 2018, 
and this will be used to set their personalised goals. 
 
Students will maintain and strengthen their understanding of Narrative and Persuasive texts 
in Writing. Through all instruction, we will reiterate the steps of the writing process, so 
students can plan, draft, edit, share and publish their work. There will be a particular focus 
on pencil grip and the correct formation of letters in preparation for cursive writing in  
Year 4. 
 
SPELLING 

 
This year the students in Years 3 & 4 will be participating in a Spelling Program called 
Spelling Mastery. This complements the spelling approach used in the junior school where 
we continue to explicitly teach spelling skills. Spelling Mastery builds dependable spelling 
skills for students through a highly structured direct instruction method that blends the 
following approaches: 

1. Phonemic approach - Helps spellers learn the relationships between spoken sounds 
and written letters and then apply them to spelling. 

2. Morphemic approach - Exposes spellers to prefixes, bases, and suffixes. 
3. Whole-word approach - Gives spellers at all levels the meaning and root of a word 

and shows how the word's spelling is influenced. 
Spelling Mastery interweaves these three approaches to teach the spelling skills students 
need to become proficient readers and writers. Instruction is provided in scaffolded steps to 
help students finish each concept before a new one is presented. Each week students will 
participate in four Spelling Mastery sessions.  
 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING

 
At St. Joseph’s we explicitly teach our students social and emotional skills and strategies, 
within our SEL curriculum. The program is designed to address the Personal and Social 
Capability from the Victorian Curriculum, as well as the 5 SEL competencies of: 

● Self-management 
● Self-awareness 
● Responsible decision making 
● Relationship skills  
● Social awareness 

 
This year, St Joseph’s will be introduce the curriculum framework from the Berry Street 
Education Model. This curriculum is purposefully designed to support the sequential 
development of students’ physical, psychological, social and emotional capacities.  
 
The Term 1 domain, ‘Body’, focuses on 4 areas:  

● De-escalation 
● Present, Centred, Grounded 
● Mindfulness 
● Self-regulation 
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SPECIALIST PROGRAMS
 

MUSIC - Lizbeth Quinn 
Coming into 2019, we continue to build on the foundations of music that have been 
established to date. This term we are asking the question “What is music?’ Through this 
exploration, the children will look at the various elements that make up music, such as, 
beat, rhythm, pitch, dynamics, notation, form, tempo, timbre and instrumentation. This will 
be explored through dance, movement, singing  and playing percussion instruments and 
the ukulele. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell 
This term, the Year Three children will be focusing on athletics in anticipation for our school 
Athletics Carnival on Wednesday 20th March. We will focus on activities such as sprints, 
hurdles, shot put and long jump. Parents are most welcome to attend the carnival . We are 
always looking for parents who are able to assist at this event. If you are available, please 
let your classroom teacher know. Information regarding the District swimming sports has 
gone out to children who have expressed an interest in this event. If your child is a highly 
confident swimmer, please encourage them to submit times to Mrs Howell for this event 
before 9am on Wednesday, February 13th.  
 
VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris 
In Term 1, students will further develop their skills in collage and still life drawing skills, based 
on the Term One Topic unit and Harmony Day. The children will begin cutting and pasting 
materials to create a piece based on their idea of an important aspect of the school 
community. They will then sketch a variety of different areas of the school community and 
conclude the term with a Harmony Day activity. 
 
 
ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea 
This term, students will explore the theme of ‘Personal Health’. They will learn about making 
healthy food choices and living a healthy life. We will investigate the Mediterranean diet 
and learn about the foods that make it up. There will be a strong focus on present tense 
verbs. Students will also learn about sports and hobbies.  There will be a strong emphasis on 
present tense verbs and students will formulate basic sentences in Italian. 
 
 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM

 
This year, we prepare for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in Term 2, for those who are 
baptised Catholics. As the Sacrament nears, further detail will be released. For now, the 
below dates can be saved: 

● Tuesday, 11 June, 6.30pm - Reconciliation Family Faith Night 
● Tuesday, 18 June, 6.30pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation 
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CAMP
 

The Year 3 children will attend the Zoo Snooze in Term 4. It is a one night camp at 
Melbourne Zoo. Stay tuned for more information later in the year.  

● Wednesday, 20 November- 3D Zoo Snooze 
● Wednesday, 27 November- 3O Zoo Snooze 

 
 
DIARY MANAGEMENT AND HOMEWORK  

 
This term, there is a big emphasis on organisational skills and developing independence. 
Each child has been given a school diary in which they will record key dates and events for 
the upcoming week. This will be done each Friday afternoon together as a class. The diary 
will also be used to record nightly reading in, and we request that this is signed off each 
week with a parent signature. Your child’s teacher will collect and sign diaries each Friday. 
We recommend that your child reads for a minimum of 15 minutes each night to assist in 
developing their decoding, fluency and comprehension skills. We also encourage that you 
read with your child, to model the skills of a good reader and for your child to develop an 
enjoyment for reading. 
 
Students will be given weekly homework tasks that reflect the learning of the classroom. This 
will assist students to consolidate the skills and strategies taught in class. We will allocate 
each child their own Google Doc on Google Classrooms, outlining each task and due 
date. Each Friday, we will meet with the class to explain the following week’s homework. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
● We will continue providing students with the chance to have a fruit snack at 10am 

daily, so please pack a crunchy piece of fruit or some vegetable sticks if you think 
your child would benefit from this. 

● St. Joseph’s enforces a SunSmart policy, so students without a St. Joseph’s hat will sit 
under the big tree during play time. 

● Please ensure birthday treats are free from nuts and buckwheat, as there are 
allergies to these food items in Year 3. Icy poles are the preferred option however, if 
you would like to bake, please include a list of ingredients. 
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