
 

 

 
Term 1, Year 3, 2020 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment 

 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

 
 

Dear God, 
We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community. 
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You, 

ourselves and the world. 
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 
Amen 

 

WELCOME
 

Welcome to Year 3, 2019! As we settle into our classrooms with the students, we’d like to 
welcome you all to another year at St Joseph’s. Year 3 will be full of excitement, with the 
children taking part in Reconciliation, school camp, and a range of rich learning 
experiences inside and outside the classroom.  

In Year 3 there is a big emphasis on routine and developing students personal organisation 
and responsibility. Students are expected to be at school by 8.50am with prayer beginning 
promptly at 8.55am. Prayer is a calm and inclusive start to each day. 

Each Friday afternoon, we will send you an email outlining the coming week’s events, so 
please ensure you have provided us with your most up-to-date contact information.  

On Wednesday (full day) and Friday mornings, 3A students will be taught by Ms Alison Shae. 
Ms Shae brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise with her. We welcome her to the Year 
3 community and feel privileged that she will be working closely with us this year. 
Throughout the year, Mr Culpepper will be released to undertake his various duties as our 
school Sustainability Leader and work closely with our Environment Representatives. Those 
dates will be confirmed as the term progresses.  

We look forward to working with you and your children, to ensure they not only receive the 
best possible education, but also feel safe and happy. Please don’t hesitate to come and 
speak with us or email us with any concerns or questions.  

 

We look forward to a wonderful year! 

Alannah Cauchi and Taylor Culpepper 

acauchi@sjelst.catholic.edu.au  
tculpepper@sjelst.catholic.edu.au  
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IMPORTANT TERM 1 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
 

● Thursday, 30 January - Term 1 starts  
● Friday, 7 February, 12.00pm - Welcome Mass,  
● Friday, 7 February, 3.30pm onwards - Welcome BBQ 
● Tuesday, 11 February, 7pm - Parent information evening, Friendships in the Primary 

Years with Georgina Manning (parents strongly encouraged to attend, please RSVP 
via PDF document found in bulletin emails) 

● Wednesday, 12 February, 7.30pm - P & F meeting 
● Wednesday, 26 February, 10.00am - Ash Wednesday Mass 
● Wednesday, 26 and Thursday, 27 February - Parent teacher information exchange 
● Thursday, 27 February - School photos (Full summer uniform) 
● Friday, 21 February - District swimming 
● Friday, 28 February - School Athletics Carnival 
● Thursday, 5 and Friday, 6 March - School closure 
● Monday, 9 March - Labour Day 
● Friday, 13 March - Grandparents’ Day 
● Thursday, 19 March, 10.00am - St Joseph’s Feast Day Mass 
● Saturday, 21 March - Colour Fun Day (P&F event) 
● Friday, 27 March - Harmony Day celebrations 
● Friday, 27 March - 1.00pm - Term 1 ends 
● Tuesday, 14 April - First Day of Term 2 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
In the classroom, students will continue to take part in daily prayer. The explicit teaching this 
term will be based on the RE Curriculum area of ‘Prayer, Liturgy and Sacrament’. Children 
will learn about the sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Reconciliation and Eucharist) and 
how each is an opportunity to strengthen their faith and forge a deeper relationship with 
God. Students will reflect on their experiences of prayer and liturgical celebrations. The 
students will also learn about Lent and engage with the Easter story. 
 
Through Religious Education, links will be made with the Victorian Curriculum capabilities. 
These include: 

● Personal and Social 
● Intercultural and Ethical 
● Critical and Creative Thinking 

 
Through these capabilities, students will be provided with opportunities to explore social 
justice issues using the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.  
 
TOPIC

 
This term, the children in Year 3 and 4 will be focusing on the Victorian Curriculum 
humanities area of Civics and Citizenship through the unit, ‘Shaping Our Nation’.  
Students will explore what it means to be a part of a democracy, and how and why rules 
and laws are made. Students will consider how they can contribute to building a strong 
community in their classroom, school, Parish and local area. 
 

2 



 

We continue to look for parent participation in our teaching of topic units. If you think you 
may have skills or knowledge that pertain to the unit described above, and would like to 
get involved, please let your child’s classroom teacher know. 
 
NUMERACY

 
In Term 1, students will begin to revise their understanding of Number and Algebra skills, 
building on their knowledge from Year 2. Students will be provided with many opportunities 
to explore the below topics, using a range of authentic and open-ended learning 
experiences: 

● Place value 
● Addition and subtraction 
● Time 
● Multiplication (an introduction to) 

 
Telling the time can be a difficult concept to grasp. You can support your child’s learning 
at home by encouraging them to tell the time of regular activities on an analogue clock. 
We strongly encourage students to wear an analogue watch to support the language of 
‘past’ and ‘to’ when telling time. 
 
Students will be regularly assessed to inform our teaching and ensure that the learning is 
based on their needs. We will have some additional classroom support at various times 
throughout the week, to target specific learning goals.   
 
LITERACY

 
Reading in Year 3 will be planned using the Fountas and 
Pinnell literacy continuum. Students will move from 
thinking within the text, to thinking beyond the text and 
about the text. In each area, there are twelve strategic 
actions that assist a reader in processing and 
understanding a text. Students will be explicitly taught 
each of these strategic actions, along with weekly 
Guided Reading groups, to target individual learning 
goals. Students will be grouped based on data 
collected from the end of 2019, and this will be used to 
set their personalised goals. 
 
Students will maintain and strengthen their 
understanding of Narrative and Persuasive texts in 
Writing. Throughout our lessons, we will go over the steps 
of the writing process so students can plan, draft, edit, share and publish their work. There 
will be a particular focus on pencil grip and the correct formation of letters in preparation 
for cursive writing in Year 4. 
 
SPELLING 

 
This year the students in Years 3 and 4 will be participating in a Spelling Program called 
Spelling Mastery. This complements the spelling approach used in the junior school where 
we continue to explicitly teach spelling skills. Spelling Mastery builds dependable spelling 
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skills for students through a highly structured direct instruction method that blends the 
following approaches: 

1. Phonemic approach - Helps spellers learn the relationships between spoken sounds 
and written letters, and then apply them to spelling. 

2. Morphemic approach - Exposes spellers to prefixes, bases, and suffixes. 
3. Whole-word approach - Gives spellers at all levels the meaning and root of a word, 

and shows how the word's spelling is influenced. 
Spelling Mastery interweaves these three approaches to teach the spelling skills students 
need to become proficient readers and writers. Instruction is provided in scaffolded steps to 
help students finish each concept before a new one is presented. Each week students will 
participate in four Spelling Mastery sessions.  
 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING

 
At St. Joseph’s we explicitly teach our students social and emotional skills and strategies 
within our SEL curriculum. The program is designed to address the Personal and Social 
Capability from the Victorian Curriculum, as well as the 5 SEL competencies of: 

● Self-management 
● Self-awareness 
● Responsible decision making 
● Relationship skills  
● Social awareness 

 
To complement the teaching of the Personal and Social Curriculum, students will revisit our 
school rules, create a class motto, investigate cyber safety, as well as the ‘St Josephs Safety 
Standards’, written by the Student Representative Council. Alongside this, students will 
engage with the ‘Body’ domain from the Berry Street Education Model. We will explicitly 
teach the skills of:  
 

● De-escalation 
● Being Present, Centred, Grounded 
● Mindfulness 
● Self-regulation 

 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS

 
MUSIC - Erin Absalom 
Music in Term 1 will introduce the students to the creation of melody and music using an 
instrument. Students will play on tuned percussion (a mix of xylophone and glockenspiel), in 
order to experience the first 5 notes of the major scale as well as some fundamental 
rhythmic motifs. They will also experience aurally the combination of melody and harmony, 
as classes will be accompanied by myself playing a harmonic accompaniment on piano. 
Upon completion of this term, students should be able to play a song using the first 5 notes 
of the major scale whilst being accompanied by a piano harmony. They will see 
development in their fine motor skills, ensemble experience, and duet experience. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell 
This term, the Year Three children will be focusing on athletics activities in anticipation for 
our school Athletics Carnival on Friday 28th February. We will focus on activities such as 
sprints, hurdles, shot put and long jump. Parents are most welcome to attend the carnival. 
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We are always looking for parents who are able to assist at this event, if you are able, 
please let your classroom teacher know. Information regarding the District Swimming sports 
has gone out to children who have expressed an interest in this event. If your child is a 
highly confident swimmer, please encourage them to submit times to Mrs Howell for this 
event by 9am on Thursday 13th February (at the very latest). We look forward to an exciting 
and rewarding term in Physical Education. 
 
VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris 
First term is about extending clay modelling skills related to the topic, 'Shaping Our Nation'. 
The children will work with clay, making and painting a piece related to the topic. They will 
also be creating several activities reflecting Harmony Day and Easter.  
 
ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea 
During Term One, students in Year 3 will explore the history of how the first banks in the world 
were founded in Florence by the De Medicis. They will learn about medieval Florence and 
how it flourished artistically under this ruling family, and went on to be the cradle of the 
renaissance. Children will study Italian currency, the euro, and compare it to the Australian 
dollar. They will learn about Easter by exploring Leonardo Da Vinci’s masterpiece ‘The Last 
Supper’. 
 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM

 
This year, we prepare for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in Term 2 for those who are 
baptised Catholics. As the Sacrament nears, further details will be released. For now, the 
below dates can be saved: 

● Tuesday, 28 April, 6.30pm - Reconciliation Parent and Child Workshop 
● Tuesday, 2 June, 6.30pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 
CAMP

 
The Year 3 children will attend the Zoo Snooze in Term 3. It is a one night camp at 
Melbourne Zoo. Stay tuned for more information later in the year.  

● Tuesday, 15 September - 3C Zoo Snooze 
● Wednesday, 16 September- 3A Zoo Snooze 

 
DIARY MANAGEMENT AND HOMEWORK  

 
This term, there is a strong emphasis on organisational skills and developing independence. 
Each child has been given a school diary in which they will record key dates and events for 
the upcoming week. This will be done each Friday afternoon together as a class. The diary 
will also be used to record nightly reading, and we ask that this is signed off each week by 
a parent. Your child’s teacher will collect and sign diaries each Thursday. We recommend 
that your child reads for a minimum of 15 minutes each night to assist in developing their 
decoding, fluency and comprehension skills. We also encourage you to read with your 
child, to model the skills of a good reader and for your child to develop an enjoyment for 
reading. 
 
Students will be given weekly homework tasks that reflect the learning of the classroom. This 
will assist students to consolidate the skills and strategies taught in class. We will allocate 
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each child their own Google Doc on Google Classrooms, outlining each task and due 
date. Each Friday, we will meet with the class to explain the following week’s homework. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
● We will continue providing students with the chance to have a fruit snack at 10am 

daily, so please pack a crunchy piece of fruit or vegetable sticks if you think your 
child would benefit from this. 

● St. Joseph’s enforces a SunSmart policy, so students without a St. Joseph’s hat will sit 
under the big tree during play time. Please ensure that sunscreen is applied before 
school and the children will be asked to reapply before lunch.  

● Please ensure birthday treats are free from nuts, as there are allergies in Year 3. If you 
would prefer to bake, rather than bring a packaged food, that is no problem. Please 
provide an ingredient list to your child’s teacher. Thank you.  
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