
Term 2, Year 3, 2021
St Joseph’s Primary School
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

Dear God,
We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community.
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You,

ourselves and the world.
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity.

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others.
Amen

WELCOME

Welcome to Term Two! This term includes some key events and activities, including parish
masses, Cross Country, First Aid incursion, an excursion to the Shrine of Remembrance and the
Swimming Program in Weeks 9 and 10. We understand that it was a very busy Term One and
are grateful for all of the parental involvement in Year 3. We look forward to another
wonderful term in Year 3!

The Year 3 students will be participating in NAPLAN testing this term. As this can be a
demanding time for students in this level, we encourage parents to remind children to go to
bed early in order to be well rested, have a healthy breakfast and be at school on time, to
ensure a stress-free week.

No homework will go out during the testing week. If your child is unwell at any point during
the week please call the office and let us know as soon as is practical.

You can help your child prepare for NAPLAN by reassuring them that NAPLAN tests are just
one part of their school program, and reminding them on the day to simply try their best.



Our doors are always open for your questions or concerns. We look forward to working with
you and your children, to ensure your child receives the best possible care and education.

Karen Quitt, Elly Dillon and Meg Wilkinson

kquitt@sjelst.catholic.edu.au
edillon@sjelst.catholic.edu.au
mwilkinson@sjelst.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT TERM 2 DATES

19th April Students Commence

22nd April ANZAC Day Liturgy

23rd April School Closure Day (Whole Staff Professional Learning)

3rd May: 7pm Susan McLean Presentation

7th May Mother’s Day Breakfast

9th May Mother’s Day

11th-14th May NAPLAN

21st May Year 3 Parish Mass 10am

26th May National Sorry Day

27th May-3rd June Reconciliation Week

4th June 3W Assembly

11th June School Closure Day (Whole Staff Professional Development)

14th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday

15th-18th June and 21st -
24th June

Year 3/4 Swimming

25th June End of term Mass

25th June Last day of term, 1pm finish.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Religious Education program this term will be based on the RE Curriculum area of Church
and Community, linking seamlessly with the school’s termly Topic unit. Students will explain
the role of Mary and discipleship in the early Church, interpreting the importance of such roles.
Then, students will be provided with opportunities to reflect on the present Parish community
and the ways in which it enables discipleship. Through Religious Education, links will be made
with the Victorian Curriculum capabilities. These include:

● Intercultural
● Ethical
● Critical and Creative Thinking

Through these capabilities, students will be provided with opportunities to explore social
justice issues using the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.

TOPIC

This term, the children in Year 3 will be focusing on the Victorian Curriculum Humanities area
of History through the unit, ‘Community, Remembrance and Celebrations’. We will have a focus
on the role that people of diverse backgrounds have played in the development and character
of the local community and other societies. We will also reflect on significant days that are
celebrated in Australia and around the world. Our unit will begin with a culture walk down
Glen Huntly Road where students will take time looking at the different shops and restaurants
in our local community and reflect on the diversity around us.

Students will have the opportunity to reflect on their own family heritage and culture and
share this with their classmates. In week 8, students will be attending an excursion to the
Shrine of Remembrance. More information will be sent out soon via Operoo. We will focus on
the significance of Country and Place to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who
belong to a local area to give our students an Indigenous perspective. At the end of this unit,
students will be presenting an interactive expo showcasing their learning of the diverse world
around us!

NUMERACY

The topics studied in Term 1 allowed students to cement some foundational understandings in
the curriculum area of Number and Algebra. In Term 2, students will also be exposed to topics



from the content strands of Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. The
term’s topics include:

● Multiplication
● Area
● Division
● Time
● Perimeter/length
● Angles
● Shape

LITERACY

This term, students will continue to participate in guided reading groups based on
individualised goals. Student goals are determined from the progress made in Term One and
data collected during guided reading sessions.

In Writing this term we will be looking at the structure and language features of narrative texts
and descriptive writing, as well as poetry and biographies. We will also revisit the structure of
persuasive texts. In Handwriting, students will continue to work on the correct formation of
letters, according to Victorian Modern Cursive.

We will also continue moving through the continuum of age-appropriate spelling patterns and
rules through the Spelling Mastery program.

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING

Term One saw the successful introduction of the Berry Street Education Model (BSEM)
approach to social and emotional learning. Students learned about concepts such as
self-regulation, de-escalation, mindfulness, and what it means to be present, centred and
grounded.

This term students will be focusing on the ‘Body’ and ‘Stamina’ domain of Berry Street which
will be covering:

● Self regulation
● Growth mindset
● Emotional intelligence



● Resilience
● Stamina for independent learning

SPECIALIST PROGRAMS

MUSIC - Erin Absalom
Music for Celebration: Students in Year 3 will this term study music and songs related to
cultural celebrations. This is to compliment their topic subject Community, Remembrance and
Celebration. This term we will look at music used for religious celebrations, such as Christmas
and Easter, and well as secular celebrations such as birthdays, and international/cultural
festivals. By the end of the term students should have a stronger understanding of how music
is used in various celebrations, as well as have learnt songs which surround a given
celebration. The character strengths we will be focusing on are curiosity, appreciation of beauty
and perspective.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell
This term the Year Three children will be focusing on the fundamental motor skills used when
playing Soccer and Basketball. We will revise and extend skills such as kicking, dribbling,
passing and goal shooting. A modified game and strategies will conclude each unit. Students
will continue to focus on fair play and good sportsmanship. We are very lucky to have a new
snow sports program during this term. The students will learn skills that are required when
tackling the slopes on a snowboard! All children have been given the opportunity to participate
in the District Cross Country.

VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris
During Term Two, the children will be working with clay and creating an item based on the
topic; Learning from Our Past. They will also be making a special Mother's Day card and
developing their threading skills through a variety of different tools and materials.

ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea
During Term Two children in Year 3 will learn vocabulary related to family members. They will

learn about adjective and noun agreements, and possessive adjectives. Students will create a

family tree and write descriptions about each family member. They will also be exploring the

origins of the Italian language.



SWIMMING
Years 3 and 4 will participate in the swimming program from Tuesday 15th June - Thursday
24th June. On these days, students are to wear full sport uniforms with their swimming attire
underneath. Before we leave school, the students will be changing into thongs and will take a
smaller bag to the pool each day. In this bag, the students need to pack:

● Change of underwear
● Water bottle
● Cap
● Goggles
● Towel

If you or your child has any concerns about the program, please notify your classroom teacher.
More information on swimming will be sent out via Operoo closer to the date.

DIARY MANAGEMENT AND HOMEWORK

We will continue to have a big emphasis on organisational skills and developing independence.
Your child’s teacher will collect and sign diaries each Friday. We recommend that your child
reads for 20 minutes each night to assist in developing their decoding, fluency and
comprehension skills. We also encourage that you read with your child at times, to model the
skills of a good reader and for your child to develop an enjoyment for reading.

Students will complete weekly homework that will be due each Friday and will be returned the
same day.

Please note, there will be some homework this term that relates to topic. It will involve your
child having conversations and completing work with you and/or family members about your
family heritage and culture.

We thank you in advance for your support with this, as we assist students to develop these
important life skills.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

● Just a reminder, students will be allowed a fruit snack daily at 10am, so please remind
your child to pack a piece of fruit or vegetable sticks in their lunchbox.



● Please ensure birthday treats are free from nuts as there are allergies to these food
items in Year 3. If you would prefer to bake, rather than bring packaged food, that is no
problem but please provide an ingredient list.

We are looking forward to a wonderful term together in Year Three, where your child
grows academically, emotionally, socially and spiritually.

, Elly Dillon and Meg WilkinsonKaren Quitt
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