
 

 

 
Term 1, Year 3, 2020 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment 

 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

 
 

Dear God, 
We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community. 
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You, 

ourselves and the world. 
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 
Amen 

 
WELCOME

 
Welcome to Term Three! What a whirlwind ‘holiday break’ it has been. We truly do hope 
that everyone feels rested and ready to take on Remote Learning 2.0!  

 
Please rest assured that all the teachers and staff have worked tirelessly to put together an 
engaging program for all students. We are excited to see our wonderful Year 3 students 
(albeit online again) and are prepared for whatever the next few months will throw our 
way! 

The timetable for Parent Teacher Interviews is now active, please log in and select a time 
for your family. The website address is https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/ and the code 
is b75b5. These interviews are for parents and teachers only and will be conducted via 
zoom.  

We politely remind families that all key school communication will be delivered through 
the CareMonkey platform. It is the parent’s responsibility to update personal details 
and all secondary contacts on this platform. This is strictly a parental/carer controlled 
application i.e. We are unable to add or amend personal details from the office.   
 

Flexibility will be a priority this term as some topics may be adjusted, ensuring that all 
students can benefit from the remote learning process. Thank you for your continued 
support.  

  
A note about Year 3 Camp 
With the ever changing landscape of 2020, our Year 3 camp to Melbourne Zoo has 
been cancelled. We are actively seeking ways to create a fun and unique experience 
for the Year Three children. More details to follow. 

 

We look forward to a wonderful year! 

Alannah Cauchi and Taylor Culpepper 

acauchi@sjelst.catholic.edu.au  
tculpepper@sjelst.catholic.edu.au  
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IMPORTANT TERM 3 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

 
● Wednesday 29th & Thursday 30th July   Parent teacher interviews 
● Friday, 21 August, School Closure 
● Friday, 18 September, Final Day of School - 1pm finish 

 
 
TECHNOLOGY EXPECTATIONS 

 
● Chromebooks are only to be used during the hours of 8.30am and 3.30 pm and 

will need to be stored safely for the rest of the day. 
● The sole purpose of the Chromebook is to complete assigned school work and 

tasks set by the teacher.  
● Students are not to access Google Hangout while working on school 

Chromebooks. 
● Student use of the chromebook will comply with the Acceptable Use of ICT 

Policy (signed by the student earlier this year). If a student breaches this 
agreement their account will be suspended indefinitely   

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
In the classroom, students will continue to take part in daily prayer. The explicit teaching this 
term will be based on the RE Curriculum area of ‘Church & Community’.  
 
Children will learn about Mary and Discipleship in the early Church and interpret these in 
the Church today. Students will be provided with opportunities to reflect on the present 
parish community and how this enables discipleship.  
 
At this stage, the Sacrament of Reconciliation dates are still to be confirmed. More 
information to follow. 
 
TOPIC

 
This term, the children in Year 3 and 4 will be focusing on the Victorian Curriculum 
humanities area of Geography through the unit, ‘Australia and Our Neighbours’.  Students 
will explore mapping, scales, vegetation and climates of Australia and the world. As the 
term continues, students will learn about sacred spaces, Places of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples throughout Australia, and the custodial responsibility they have for 
Country/Place. 
 
 
NUMERACY

 
In Term 3, students will explore concepts within the measurement, geometry, statistics and 
probability content areas. Daily exposure to the number content strand will be provided 
through workshops, problem solving challenges and online teacher lead sessions.  Students 
will participate in online and real life situations that allow them to explore the below topics, 
using a range of authentic and open-ended learning experiences: 
 

● Location/Mapping 
● Chance and Data 
● Shape, nets and angles 
● Symmetry/Rotations 
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● Fractions 
 

This term, the students will be provided with direct access to teachers via Google Meet 
during lessons to help answer questions quickly and efficiently each day. A link will be 
located on the daily schedule for easy access.  
  
 
LITERACY

 
Reading in Year 3 will be planned to complement our learning of ‘Australia and its 
Neighbours’. Students will engage with a range of texts that explore geographical based 
topics and respond to these with critical thinking skills. To target students' specific needs, 
they will work in small group sessions with a teacher to support the development of specific 
reading goals. 
 
This term, students will maintain and strengthen their understanding of Informative and 
Persuasive texts in Writing. Throughout our lessons, we will explicitly teach the steps of the 
writing process so students can plan, draft, edit, share and publish their work.  
 
SPELLING 

 
Students will continue to participate in Spelling Mastery lessons. This complements the 
spelling approach used in the junior school where we continue to explicitly teach spelling 
skills. Spelling Mastery builds dependable spelling skills for students through a highly 
structured direct instruction method that blends the following approaches: 
 

1. Phonemic approach - Helps spellers learn the relationships between spoken sounds 
and written letters, and then apply them to spelling. 

2. Morphemic approach - Exposes spellers to prefixes, bases, and suffixes. 
3. Whole-word approach - Gives spellers at all levels the meaning and root of a word, 

and shows how the word's spelling is influenced. 
 

Spelling Mastery interweaves these three approaches to teach the spelling skills students 
need to become proficient readers and writers. Instruction is provided in scaffolded steps to 
help students finish each concept before a new one is presented. Each week students will 
continue to participate in four Spelling Mastery sessions.  
 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING

 
Students explored the ‘Stamina’ domain of the Berry Street Education Model (BSEM)                       
Curriculum last term, including concepts like growth mindset, resilience and emotional                     
intelligence. This term, students will study the ‘Engagement’ domain, including:  
 

● Willingness - setting SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, time-bound)                 
goals, intentions and counter-intentions, problem-solving, and collaboration skills 

● Positive emotions - brain breaks, positive movement and rhythm, physical theatre 
● Cultivating wonder - celebrating success in learning 

 
All aspects of the ‘Engagement’ domain will be incorporated into each learning area this                           
term to provide students with rich and meaningful experiences.  
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SPECIALIST PROGRAMS
 

 
We value the Specialist program that is offered during remote learning. Specialist teachers 
are working hard to create Art, Music, PE and Italian activities that require minimal parental 
support and are accessible to families. If one of these activities needs to be modified to suit 
your child or your home environment then please do so. For example, if an Art activity 
requires art materials please feel free to use any materials you have on hand at home.  
The Specialist teachers will be supervising the onsite program every Wednesday, and 
therefore we ask families to use some discretion in terms of emailing the Specialist teachers 
during this period. We hope that the Wednesday Specialist/Wellbeing day is a successful 
addition to the remote learning program this term and gives students the opportunity to 
engage in some mindful and creative time.  
 
 
MUSIC - Erin Absalom 
Students in 3&4 will spend term 3 learning about music from around the world. Building 
upon the knowledge of Australian music taught in term 2, this term, students will expand 
their knowledge of music to beyond our national borders and learn about the musical 
traditions of other countries. Each week will focus on a different continent, and a selection 
of music from that region. The character strengths that will be focused on this term are love 
of learning, appreciation of beauty and bravery. 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell 
The beginning of Term 3 will see the students focusing on fitness. 
While a set PE lesson will be planned each week, I encourage students to also take 
opportunities to undertake physical activities that are of interest to them. Whether it be 
shooting hoops, playing kick to kick with a soccer or footy, following an online dance 
tutorial , or going for a walk or bike ride - moving for enjoyment is our priority. 
The students should take time to undertake activities that are also great for our mind and 
body connection, such as yoga and meditation. Each PE lesson planned will conclude with 

an activity of this nature.  
 
VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris 
During Term 3, the art program will be delivered from a remote learning platform at this 
stage. The children will be given several tasks that support their geography unit, where they 
will focus on different landmarks from around the world. They will be given instructions on 
how to create these activities and explore other forms of presenting their ideas. 
 
ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea 
During Term 3 students in grade 3 will focus on the theme of Geography. 
They will investigate the cities of; Rome, Venice, Florence, Naples and the region of Sicily. 
Children will continue to build their knowledge of present tense verbs, definite articles and 
adjectives. Children will write basic sentences in Italian describing these cities, applying the 
grammatical structures covered during lessons. 
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