
Term 3, Year 4, 2022
St Joseph’s Primary School
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

Dear God,
We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community.
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You,

ourselves and the world.
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity.

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others.

Amen

WELCOME

Welcome to Term Three! We have a very busy and exciting term ahead, including our Open
learning sessions, Parent Teacher Interviews, 4D Assembly, Kinder buddy visits, Book Week,
Father’s Day and a Science excursion! We have had a wonderful start to the year with your
children, and are looking forward to another exciting semester.

Kassy Dowling and Adriana Aloi

kdowling@sjelst.catholic.edu.au
aaloi@sjelst.catholic.edu.au
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IMPORTANT TERM 3 DATES

11th July Students Commence

21st July Open Learning Session 3.30-5.30pm

22nd July Open Learning Session 8.30-10.30am

27th July Parent Teacher Interviews 2.30-8pm

28th July Parent Teacher Interviews 3.30-6pm

12th August 4D Assembly 8.45am

Year 4 Mass 10am (Parents welcome)

15th August Book Week

18th August Science Excursion

19th August Book Week Parade

25th August School Closure Day

26th August School Closure Day

2nd September Father’s Day Breakfast 7.30am and Assembly

3rd September St Joseph's Footy Classic (P&F Event)

11th September Middle School Sunday Mass

13th September Year 3 + 4 Science Expo 9-11am

16th September Last day of term, 1pm finish.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

In the classroom, students will continue to take part in daily prayer and meditation. The explicit
teaching this term will be based on the RE Curriculum area of ‘Prayer, Liturgy and Sacrament’.
Children will learn about the sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Reconciliation and Eucharist)
and how each is an opportunity to strengthen faith and forge a deeper relationship with God.



Students will reflect on their experiences of prayer and liturgical celebrations. We will also
reflect on a range of scripture from the Bible and identify the key messages of the story and
how it relates to our own lives. Students will be creating their own classroom liturgy either
independently or in pairs. They will present this to their class and parents, relatives or special
friends are all welcome to attend. We will send through a timetable where your child will sign
up to a time that suits. More information will be sent closer to the date. We are very excited to
have the opportunity to have visitors back in the classroom after such a long time due to the
pandemic.

Through Religious Education, links will be made with the Victorian Curriculum capabilities.
These include:

● Intercultural
● Ethical
● Critical and Creative Thinking

Through these capabilities, students will be provided with opportunities to explore social
justice issues using the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.

TOPIC

This term we will have a focus on Biological and Physical Science. In the Biological Science
unit, ‘The Circle of Life’, students will explore the idea that all living things work as part of a
system. From the smallest to the largest, each consumer and producer plays their part in the
cycle/web of life. This will be explicitly taught in topic lessons and woven into the reading and
writing blocks. In the Physical Science unit, ‘May the Force be with you’, students will be
immersed through an excursion to ‘TwistEd’ in Moorabbin on Thursday 18th August, where
they will participate in a workshop focusing on how forces can be exerted by one object on
another through direct contact or from a distance. Please keep an eye out on Operoo for more
information. Students will be working in pairs to design and create a mousetrap car using their
knowledge of forces. Please save the date to our Year 3 and 4 Science Expo which will take
place on Tuesday 13th September from 9-11am. More information will be sent in the bulletins
closer to the date.

NUMERACY

In Term 3, students will continue to revise their understanding of Number and Algebra skills,
building on their knowledge from Semester One. Students will be provided with many



opportunities to explore the below topics, using a range of authentic and open-ended learning
experiences:

● Multiplication and Division
● Fractions
● Decimals
● Time
● Angles
● 2D/3D shapes

Students are strongly encouraged to continue practising their mental computation strategies
for addition and subtraction at home and their multiplication facts.

LITERACY

Reading will be planned to complement the learning in our topic units. Students will engage
with a range of texts that explore science-based topics and respond to these with critical
thinking skills. To target students' specific needs, they will participate in guided reading groups
based on individualised goals. Student goals are determined from the progress made in Term
Two and data collected from Running Records.

In Writing, we will be looking at the structure and language features of procedural texts and
transferring this knowledge into a news report. There will still be a big focus on descriptive
writing throughout the term where students will be explicitly taught skills to uplevel their
writing. Students will also have the opportunity to create a hybrid text which integrates their
new factual knowledge from their topic units into their narrative writing. This term we will
have a continued focus on the correct formation of letters and cursive writing in preparation for
students going for their pen licence.

Students will continue to participate in Spelling Mastery sessions four times a week, which
builds dependable spelling skills for students through a highly structured direct instruction
method.

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING

Students explored the ‘Stamina’ domain of the Berry Street Education Model (BSEM)
Curriculum last term, including concepts like growth mindset, resilience and emotional
intelligence. Students have had the opportunity to learn skills, language and self-confidence to



be better friends and develop healthy friendships. Students will continue to learn language to
help them better express their feelings, stand up for themselves and deal with conflict.

This term, students will study the ‘Engagement’ domain, including:
● Willingness
● Problem solving
● Positive emotions
● Cultivating wonder

All aspects of the ‘Engagement’ domain will be incorporated into each learning area this term
to provide students with rich and meaningful experiences.

SPECIALIST PROGRAMS

MUSIC - Ella Marton
Students will develop their understanding of beat and rhythm through the exploration of
rhyme, singing and rhythm ensemble playing. They will use imagination and creativity to
explore pitch, dynamics, form and tempo using voice, movement and instruments. They will
learn a range of action songs and perform them to the class audience. Students will create
ostinato accompaniment to simple songs and tunes. Students will feel, recognise, read, play
and chant common rhythmic patterns in a variety of simple meters. They will study the concept
of music staff, lines and spaces. Students will learn to aurally and visually recognise the
instruments of the orchestra, categorise them into families, and listen to a variety of orchestral
pieces.

VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris
During Term 3, the children will develop painting and construction skills using a variety of
different tools and materials. The activities will be inspired by books from Book Week,
'Dreaming with Eyes Open', and the classroom science topic.

ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea
During Term 3 children in Grade 4 will explore the concept of the northern and southern
hemispheres, by comparing Italy to Australia. They will learn to recite the months of the year
as well as learn to describe weather patterns for each season. Children will explore the
seasons through the works of the Italian artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo. There will be a strong
focus on Italian culture in preparation for our Italian day which will be held in Term 4 themed,
‘il made in Italy.



SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM

All Sacramental dates are yet to be confirmed with the Parish and we thank our parent
community for their patience with this process.

CAMP

Between Wednesday the 7th and Friday the 9th of December, we will attend camp at Camp
Wyuna, a YMCA adventure camp in Queenscliff. The children will participate in a variety of
exciting activities, including mountain bike riding. We strongly encourage your child to
practise riding a bike (with gears if possible) and to start having sleepovers (whether it is
family members or friends) before December, so he or she can make the most of all
experiences while away. Watch this space for more details!

DIARY MANAGEMENT AND HOMEWORK

We will continue to have a big emphasis on organisational skills and developing independence.
Your child’s teacher will collect and sign diaries each Tuesday. We recommend that your child
reads for 20 minutes each night to assist in developing their decoding, fluency and
comprehension skills. We also encourage that you read with your child at times, to model the
skills of a good reader and for your child to develop an enjoyment for reading.

Students will complete weekly homework that will be due each Monday and returned on a
Tuesday. For Term 3, students will complete the following

● Reading 20 minutes (to be recorded in diary)
● Maths sheet consolidating skills and strategies taught in class (in homework book)
● Practising times tables
● Personal goal - students will reflect on a new skill they would like to learn. They are to

keep a log of how they are going in their homework book. We recommend a new
personal goal each three-four weeks to keep students engaged.

We thank you in advance for your support with this, as we assist students to develop these
important life skills, especially going into the senior school next year.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

● Just a reminder, students will be allowed a fruit snack daily at 10am, so please remind
your child to pack a piece of fruit or vegetable sticks in their lunchbox.



● Please ensure birthday treats are free from eggs and nuts as there are allergies to
these food items in Year 4. If you would prefer to bake, rather than bring packaged food,
that is no problem but please provide an ingredient list.

We are looking forward to a wonderful term together in Year Four, where your child grows
academically, emotionally, socially and spiritually.

Kassy Dowling and Adriana Aloi


