
 

 
Term 3, Year 5, 2019 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment 

 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

 
Dear God, 

We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community. 
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You, 

ourselves and the world. 
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 
Amen 

WELCOME
 

We are looking forward to an action-packed term, ending with a bang with the 
school’s Madagascar Jr. production. Another highlight will be the Melbourne Kokoda 
Challenge, and the training sessions that have been scheduled to help prepare all 
those participating.  

There is a lot to process in the coming pages. We appreciate your help and support 
during the following weeks so thank you, in advance, for supporting your child through 
these various commitments.  

As always, our doors are open. We look forward to seeing you throughout Term 3.  

Melanie Morgan and Louisa Di Pietro 

mmorgan@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 
ldipietro@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 

 
IMPORTANT TERM 3 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

 
● Saturday, 20 July - Kokoda Commitment Walk, 1000 Steps, 2.00pm 
● Thursday, 25 July - Open Book Session 1, 2.30 - 4.30pm 
● Friday, 26 July - Open Book Session 2, 9.00 - 10.30am (no assembly) 
● Monday, 29 July - Kokoda Challenge training, 3.30 - 4.30pm 
● Tuesday, 30 July - Parent teacher interviews, 2.30 - 8.00pm 
● Wednesday, 31 July - Parent teacher interviews, 3.30 - 6.00pm 
● Monday, 5 August - Kokoda Challenge training, 3.30 - 4.30pm 
● Friday, 9 August - Years 5 and 6 Mass, 12.00pm 
● Monday, 12 August - Book Week starts (see note in ‘Additional Important Information’) 
● Thursday, 15 August - Feast of the Assumption whole school Mass, 10.00am 
● Saturday, 17 August - Kokoda Challenge training, 1000 Steps, 2.00pm 
● Friday, 23 August - School closure 
● Monday, 26 August - Kokoda Challenge training, 3.30 - 4.30pm 
● Thursday, 29 August - District Athletics 
● Friday, 30 August - Fathers’ Day Breakfast, 7.30am 
● Monday, 2 September - Whole school dress rehearsal, Madagascar Jr. 
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● Thursday, 5 September - Final Kokoda Challenge training, Black Rock Yacht Club, 7.30am 
● Friday, 6 September - Beachside Athletics 
● Wednesday, 11 September - Whole school dress rehearsal, Madagascar Jr., 9.30am - 

1.00pm, Town Hall 
● Thursday, 12 September - Hoop Time, Years 5 and 6 
● Friday, 13 September - Whole school dress rehearsal, Madagascar Jr., 9.30am - 12.30pm, 

Town Hall 
● Tuesday, 17 September - Madagascar Jr. production, 7.00pm, Town Hall 
● Wednesday, 18 September - Madagascar Jr. production, 7.00pm, Town Hall 
● Friday, 20 September - Term 3 ends, 1.00pm 
● Saturday, 5 October - Melbourne Kokoda Challenge! 

 
The timetable for Parent Teacher Interviews is now active, so please log in and select a time for 
your family. The website address is https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code?code=nn5cs. 
Note, these interviews are for parents and teachers only, not children.  
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
The RE Curriculum area of ‘Morality and Justice’ will be the foundation of our unit this term. This ties 
in neatly with the Victorian Curriculum ethical capability, as well as critical and creative thinking. 
Students will start the unit by considering a range of opinions about Adani’s Carmichael coal 
mining project, in order to apply Catholic Social Teaching principles to a real-world issue. 
 
This semester, students will also be given another opportunity to lead the class in prayer. This time, 
students will have greater autonomy in the choice of the reflection activity and medium, based 
on a clear theme.  
 
TOPIC

 
We will be taking a tour through our solar system in this term’s Earth and Space Sciences unit. The 
unit will start with explicit teaching about the system of planets orbiting around the Sun. Students 
will then be tasked with a self-guided team project, which will also address the Design and 
Technologies Curriculum. Students will be presented with the (debatably!) hypothetical scenario in 
which humankind has destroyed Earth to a point where it is no longer suitable for human life. 
Students will be required to select the most appropriate planet for relocation, considering factors 
like transport to our new home, and food and housing solutions when there.  
 
LITERACY

 
To address the remainder of the above Science Curriculum, students will be exposed to a range of 
texts about natural disasters through the Writing and Reading programs. Writing will commence 
with the investigation of a self-selected natural disaster, encouraging students become an expert 
on their chosen event. They will then present this research in an appropriate expository text, 
selecting from a research essay, feature article or information text.  
 
The Reading program will build on the foundations set in Terms 1 and 2. Each student will continue 
to work on their individual goals during reading groups, as we foster an environment of support 
and transparent learning with this process. Each group will start a novel in the coming weeks, 
which they will read with a focus on their specific goal, meeting weekly to discuss and deepen 
new learning.  
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NUMERACY
 

Term 3 will involve a range of explicit teaching, independent and small group work, and 
self-guided projects. Daily ‘multiple exposures’ sessions will continue to focus on foundational 
number skills, while units will be planned around the below concepts, using digital technologies as 
appropriate:  

● Number (including fractions and decimals, patterns and algebra) 
● Measurement and Geometry (including time, mass, volume, capacity, and lines and 

angles) 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to continue practising multiplication facts at home, as these 
skills are critical in the understanding of many of the above new concepts.  
 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING

 
Students explored the ‘Stamina’ domain of the Berry Street Education Model (BSEM) Curriculum 
last term, including concepts like growth mindset, resilience and emotional intelligence. This term, 
students will study the ‘Engagement’ domain, including:  

● Willingness - setting SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, time-bound) goals, 
intentions and counter-intentions, problem-solving, and collaboration skills 

● Positive emotions - brain breaks, positive movement and rhythm, physical theatre 
● Cultivating wonder  

 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS

 
MUSIC - Lizbeth Quinn 
This is the moment you’ve been waiting for! The 2019 production will showcase not only the 
children’s acting and dancing, but also their musical talents. To this end, the focus for this term will 
be on performance and singing skills. Children will be refining their voices to the songs which tell 
the story of Madagascar. Lessons will also incorporate opportunities to learn about the elements of 
music, composing on keyboards and using music technology. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell 
This term, the Year 5 students will begin with a focus on fitness. This will involve the use of 
equipment such as skipping ropes and apps such as the beep test, as well as obstacle courses 
developed by the students. A number of students will also be using this time to train for District 
Athletics on Thursday, 29 August. Following this, they will undertake a unit on basketball in 
readiness for our Hoop Time round robin on Thursday, 12 September. Parental assistance will be 
required with scoring and coaching for this event, so please let your teacher or Mrs Howell know if 
you are able to assist. The Year 5s will continue to work on their teamwork and cooperative skills 
with their peers. It will be a busy term in sport! 
 
VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris 
During Term 3, the children are going to create several collage pieces based on the topic, 'Outer 
Space'. They will also experiment with different drawing tools, exploring ideas from a variety of 
books from Book Week. 
 
ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea 
During Term 3, students will explore the theme of ‘Space and Technology’, learning the Italian 
names for the planets. They will explore adjectives related to the planets, before writing sentences 
to describe them. The students will then complete a research project about the famous Italian 

3 



scientists who have contributed to important technological advancements, such as Alessandro 
Volta Guglielmo and Galileo Galilei.  
 
MELBOURNE KOKODA CHALLENGE

 
The much-anticipated Melbourne Kokoda challenge is on Saturday, 5 October. We have been 
overwhelmed by the interest from both children and their parents volunteering to participate. The 
training schedule is as follows:  
 

Date and week  Training Session 

Saturday, 20 July, 2pm (Week 1)  1000 Steps and beyond - Commitment Walk 

Monday, 29 July, 3.30pm (Week 3) - parent 
supervised 

Training in allocated teams (from school) 

Monday, 5 August, 3.30pm (Week 4)  Training in allocated teams (from school) 

Saturday, 17 August, 2pm (Week 5)  1000 Steps and beyond 

Monday, 26 August, 3.30pm (Week 7)  Training in allocated teams (from school) 

Thursday, 5 September, 7.30am (Week 8)  Black Rock Yacht Club to school (10.5km): 
Final Kokoda Challenge training and fundraiser 

No trainings in Weeks 9 and 10, due to production and swimming program 

Saturday, 5 October (last Saturday of Term 3 
holidays) 

Main event (time TBC, but be prepared for a 
6.30am start) 

 
Please keep an eye on your emails, as all important information will be distributed via 
CareMonkey.  
 
ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
● Open Book Sessions: the children are ready to open their workbooks and Chromebooks to 

give you a tour of the semester’s key pieces. We look forward to welcoming you into our 
classrooms on 25 and 26 July.  

● Book Week (Week 5): We will be celBook Week is in Week 5 this term. Students are invited to 
participate in a 'mystery book exchange', for which they are to bring in a second hand 
book, wrapped in newspaper or brown paper. On the cover, students are to write whether 
it's fiction or non-fiction, its genre (mystery, fantasy etc...) and a very brief blurb, without 
giving away the title or author. Among other exciting activities, there will be a dress-up day 
around the 2019 theme, 'Reading is my Secret Power'.  

● Homework: Given the busy schedule this term, including production rehearsals and 
weekend Kokoda training sessions, each week’s homework task will vary in size. If you feel 
your child is at a loose end, we have provided all students with their login details for Study 
Ladder, which includes levelled activities in all subject areas. Students are well across how 
to log in and access the activities. 
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