
 

 
Term 4, Year 5, 2020 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment 

 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

 
Dear God, 

We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community. 
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You, 

ourselves and the world. 
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 
Amen 

 

WELCOME TO TERM 4
 

Welcome to another term in what we’re sure is the most unique year of your child's 
schooling life thus far! The below newsletter outlines the learning program from Week 2 
onwards, when we will return to face-to-face teaching and learning. 

The Specialist program will now take place on Wednesday and Thursday, instead of 
Tuesday, so students need to wear their Sport uniforms on Wednesdays this term.  

We look forward to a positive end to 2020 in the classroom with our students.  

Elaine Shanahan and Louisa Di Pietro 

eshanahan@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 
ldipietro@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 
 
KEY DATES

 
Please note, some of these dates are contingent on Government restrictions and 
guidelines:  

● Monday, 5 October - Term 4 begins (remote learning) 
● Monday, 12 October - Prep to 6 students return to onsite learning 
● Friday, 23 October - Grand Final Public Holiday 
● Friday, 30 October - World Teachers’ Day and whole school ‘Day for Daniel’ 
● Monday, 2 November - School closure 
● Tuesday, 3 November - Melbourne Cup 
● Monday, 9 November - NAIDOC Week  
● Monday, 11 November - Remembrance Day 
● Monday, 16 November - St Joseph’s Book Week begins  
● Friday, 20 November - Book Week dress-up  
● Wednesday, 2 December - Board and P&F drinks, 7.00pm (TBC) 
● Friday, 4 December - School closure 
● Thursday, 17 December - Term 4 ends, 1.00pm 
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OUR PRIORITIES FOR THE RETURN TO ONSITE LEARNING IN TERM 4
 

When we return to onsite teaching and learning, we will prioritise the students’ wellbeing in 
the wake of an extraordinary six months. Therefore, there will be a strong emphasis on our 
Social and Emotional Learning program, particularly regarding interpersonal interactions. 
The academic priorities will be Maths and English, in order to ensure students have received 
exposure to all necessary curriculum by the year’s end.  
 
In line with these foci, the students will have staggered break times this term. Their schedule 
will be as follows: 

● 9.00am to 11.40am: Literacy block (with an adequate break in the middle for a 
snack and a run-around) 

● 11.40am to 12.30pm: Break 
● 12.30pm to 2.00pm: Numeracy block 
● 2.00pm to 2.30pm: Break  
● 2.30pm to 3.20pm: Afternoon block (activities will differ) 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
The whole school focus in Term 4 is ‘God, Religion and Life’, which explores: 

● God from a personal perspective and that of other faith traditions 
● An understanding of God as Trinity 
● The significance of God for believers 
● The impact of God on self and others 

 
This is an ideal opportunity to explore other traditions, and the range of beliefs about the 
nature of God. It ties in nicely with the SEL Curriculum, so students will also be encouraged 
to recognise and define examples of stereotypes, descrimination and prejudice, and how 
they might impact on an individual or community.  
 
TOPIC - SCIENCE

 
In Week 1, students will participate in a Topic Expo, providing them with the chance to 
share the Geography projects they worked so hard on last term. From Week 2 onwards, the 
focus in the senior school is Biological Sciences. The Curriculum links are:  

● Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them to survive in 
their environment 

● The growth and survival of living things are affected by the physical conditions of 
their environment 

 
A range of guest speakers, hands-on experiments and explicit teaching will provide for an 
engaging unit, which we’re sure the students will enjoy. 
 
LITERACY

 
This term, the Writing program will encompass aspects of the The Writing Revolution, which 
is based on the six principles of the Hochman Method: 

● Students need explicit instruction in writing. 
● Sentences are the building blocks of all writing. 
● When embedded in the content of the curriculum, writing instruction is a powerful 

teaching tool. 
● The content of the curriculum drives the rigour of the writing activities. 
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● Grammar is best taught in the context of student writing. 
● The two most important phases of the writing process are planning and revising. 

These principles will be applied to the teaching of a range of text types, including: scientific 
reports, poetry and, of course, the much-anticipated leadership speeches.  
 
In Reading, students will focus on one biological sciences mini-text each week, completing 
a rotation of the below tasks to encourage deeper-level analysis:  

● A teacher-led group, focusing on The Writing Revolution and targeted group goals 
● A vocabulary / spelling task 
● A task analysing the author’s ‘BIG IDEA’ or key message 
● A comprehension activity, based on thinking within, about and beyond the text 

 
NUMERACY

 
The term will start with Fractions, which can be quite an abstract concept for students to 
grasp. The unit requires students to: 

● Compare and order common unit fractions, and locate and represent them on a 
number line 

● Investigate strategies to solve problems involving addition and subtraction of 
fractions with the same denominator 

In order to achieve these outcomes, students will need to understand some foundational 
concepts: fractions are just numbers; a fraction is one equal part of a whole; a whole can 
be a collection; and the larger the denominator, the smaller the part. To assist with these 
key understandings, the students have a resource pack of hard copy materials, which will 
be used when working at home in Week 1 and throughout the unit. 
 
Other concepts that will be covered this term include: 

● Measurement and Geometry - mass, volume and capacity 
● Number and Algebra - decimals and percentages, and revision of all Number 

concepts taught 
 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING

 
Throughout the term, students will complete a booklet of mindful activities that focus on 
hope, gratitude and character strengths. These concepts revisit previously taught Berry 
Street Education Model concepts, and provide an invaluable foundation to the skills they’ll 
need when they return to onsite learning.  
 
When students return to campus in Week 2, we will use the ‘Rights, Resilience and 
Respectful Relationships’ program, in order to assist them with the transition. We will closely 
monitor social interactions in the classroom and on the playground, paying careful 
attention to skills that may need revisiting after such a long period of time apart. 
 
Following this unit, we will complete the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum. There 
will be an additional focus on cyber safety skills, which are integral to students in Years 5 
and 6.  
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SPECIALIST LESSONS
 

 
Art with Lidia Chris: Welcome back to Term 4 in the Art room. The children will work with clay 
and create a piece around the Book Week theme, ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’. They 
will also develop their threading skills by making a woven ornament using coloured thread. 
The term will finish with creative Christmas activities.  
 
PE with Louise Howell: The Year 5 students will start the term by participating in the Hot Shots 
tennis program. The modified tennis program is designed to introduce students to the game 
of tennis within the school setting, and addresses skills and game play. Fair play, 
cooperation and teamwork will remain a focus throughout the term.  
 
Music with Erin Absalom: : For our final term, students will continue to play and sing using 
the ukulele. Given that the fundamentals of the instrument were taught this year, Term 4 will 
allow students to begin composing their own music. In Term 3, students undertook three 
compositional workshops and will be building upon that knowledge as they progress into 
Term 4. The character strengths we will be focusing on this term will be bravery, 
perseverance and creativity. 
 
Italian with Signora Butera: In Term 4, students will learn vocabulary related to ‘la famiglia’ 
(the family). They will write basic sentences using present tense, regular verbs from the first, 
second and third person perspective. They will then learn the verb ‘essere’ in conjunction 
with adjectives. Students will build a personalised adjective bank and will learn rules around 
gender and number agreement. Students will explore the themes of: Summer (l’estate), 
Christmas (Natale) and the Holy Family (la Famiglia Santa), while building on their speaking, 
listening and pronunciation skills.  
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
● Please note that a hat must be worn at break times. A strict ‘no hat, no play’ 

policy applies. Children are required to apply their own sunscreen, as staff are 
strictly not permitted to apply sunscreen. Sunscreen is available for the children 
in each classroom.  

● Birthdays are a special celebration in every child’s life and we are happy for you to 
send along a small treat. However, given COVID-19 restrictions, we ask that anything 
sent in to share with the class is individually and commercially wrapped. When 
bringing items to school, all ingredients must be clearly labelled.   
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