
Term 3, Year 6, 2021
St Joseph’s Primary School
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

Dear God,
We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community.
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You,

ourselves and the world.
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity.

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others.
Amen

WELCOME

We are looking forward to another action-packed term and we have many wonderful
activities planned for your children. Some highlights of the term include our Space Trail
excursion and the Sacrament of Confirmation.

There is a lot to process in the coming pages. We appreciate your help and support
during the following weeks so thank you, in advance, for supporting your child through
these various commitments.

As always, our doors are open. We look forward to seeing you throughout Term 3.

Annie Opasinis and Christabel Martin

cmartin@sjelst.catholic.edu.au
aopasinis@sjelst.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT TERM 3 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

● Saturday, 24 July - Confirmation Commitment Mass, 6.30 - 7.30pm - POSTPONED
● Sunday, 25 July - Confirmation Commitment Mass, 10.30 - 11.30am - POSTPONED
● Wednesday, 28 July - Confirmation Family Faith Night, 6.00pm - POSTPONED
● Monday, 2 August - Space Trail Excursion
● Thurs, 5 August - Hoop Time Year 5 and 6
● Saturday, August 14 - P & F Roaring 20s Social and Art Auction, 7.00 - 11.00pm,
● Friday, 20 August - School Closure
● Monday, 23 August - Book Week starts (see note in ‘Additional Important Information’)
● Tuesday, 24 August - Sacrament of Confirmation, 7.00 - 8.00pm
● Friday, 3 September - Father’s Day Breakfast and Assembly
● Monday, 6 September - District Athletics
● Friday, 17 September - Term 3 ends, 1.00pm

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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The RE Curriculum area of ‘Prayer, Liturgy and Sacrament’ will be the foundation of our unit this
term as we prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation. Students will explore the gifts and fruits of
the Holy Spirit and reflect on their role in the mission of the Church. They will investigate and
choose a Saint for their Sacrament, and prepare a project to showcase their learning.

This semester, students will also be given another opportunity to lead the class in prayer. This time,
students will have greater autonomy in the choice of the reflection activity and medium, based
on a clear theme.

TOPIC

We will be taking a tour through our solar system in this term’s Earth and Space Sciences unit. The
unit will start with explicit teaching about the system of planets orbiting around the Sun. Students
will then be tasked with a self-guided team project, which will also address the Design and
Technologies Curriculum. Students will be presented with the hypothetical scenario in which
humankind has destroyed Earth to the point where it is no longer suitable for human life. Students
will be required to select the most appropriate planet for relocation, considering factors such as
transport to our new home, food, and housing solutions when there.

LITERACY

To begin the term the students will be exposed to a variety of Information Reports. They will
develop their skills of researching, paraphrasing, planning and editing to record their own report.
This will be explored through the topic of earth and space, whilst the children become an expert
on a chosen topic. They will then present this by completing a written piece that explores both
narrative and factual information. Spelling will be an ongoing focus for the term with students
participating in ‘word inquiry’ lessons where they will investigate the origins of words and their
meaning.

The Reading program will build on the foundations set in Terms 1 and 2. Each student will continue
to work on their individual goals during reading groups, as we foster an environment of support
and transparent learning with this process. Each group will start a novel in the coming weeks,
which they will read with a focus on their specific goal, meeting weekly to discuss the text and
deepen their understanding.

NUMERACY

Term 3 will involve a range of explicit teaching, independent and small group work, and
self-guided projects. Daily ‘multiple exposures’ sessions will continue to focus on foundational
number skills, while units will be planned around the below concepts, using digital technologies as
appropriate:

● Number and Algebra (including fractions, decimals & percentages, algebra)
● Measurement and Geometry (including time and geometric reasoning)
● Statistics and Probability (chance and data)

Students are strongly encouraged to continue practising multiplication facts at home, as these
skills are critical in the understanding of many of the above new concepts.

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING
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Students explored the ‘Stamina’ domain of the Berry Street Education Model (BSEM) Curriculum
last term, including concepts like growth mindset, resilience and emotional intelligence. This term,
students will study the ‘Engagement’ domain, including:

● Willingness - setting SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, time-bound) goals,
intentions and counter-intentions, problem-solving, and collaboration skills

● Positive emotions - brain breaks, positive movement and rhythm, physical theatre
● Cultivating wonder  - experiencing wonder as a special form of engagement.

SPECIALIST PROGRAMS

MUSIC - Erin Absalom
Students in Year 6 will undertake a series of compositional workshops in order to learn how to write
music for the ukulele. Building upon prior knowledge attained in Semester 1, students have learnt
the 4 main chords involved in writing popular music and will begin to replicate the genre
themselves. By the end of this term, students will have written, rehearsed and performed an
original solo composition for voice and ukulele.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell
During Term 3, the Year 6 students will begin with a focus on basketball skills. This is in anticipation
for Hooptime, which will take place on Thursday 5th August at MSAC. Parental assistance will be
required with scoring and umpiring for this event, please let us know if you are able to assist.
Following this, they will undertake a snow sports program called ‘Little Shredders’. This program
introduces a curriculum of fun and inclusive ‘off snow’ modules, delivered on school grounds to
prepare children for a snow experience. These modules cover such skills such as balance
technique, equipment and snow safe knowledge, together with spatial awareness exercises in a
fun team environment.
Lastly, a number of selected students will be training for the District Athletics, which will occur on
Monday 6th September at Duncan McKinnon Athletics Track. It will be a busy term in sport for the
Year 6 students!

VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris
During Term 3, the children are going to create several collage pieces based on the topic, 'Out of
Space'. They will also experiment with different drawing tools, exploring ideas from a variety of
books from Book Week.

ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea
During Term 3, students in Year 6 will learn language related to the seasons. They will learn about
the Northern and Southern hemispheres, and why the seasons in Australia and Italy contrast. They
will then learn about ‘il made in Italy’ - Italian design. Students will learn vocabulary related to
clothing. They will research an Italian fashion designer, put together a fashion show and describe
the items of clothing they have included in their show. There will be a strong focus on the present
tense verbs of; ‘essere’, ‘mettere’ and ‘indossare’.

ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION

● Book Week (Week 7): We will be celebrating Book Week in Week 7 this term. Among other
exciting activities, there will be a dress-up day (the Friday) around the 2021 theme, 'Old
Worlds. New Worlds. Other Worlds’, an author and illustrator visit, a performance, and a
book swap. More details will follow so keep an eye on your emails.
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● Homework: Considering that our students will be entering Year 7 in less than half a year, we
believe it is important for the children to have homework which is related to class activities.
This homework will help your child develop study habits and organisational skills. We
understand that life can get busy - if your child is not able to complete their homework
please send in a note, as this is what a secondary school would expect. Homework is given
on Friday and due back the following Thursday.

● Space Trail Excursion: The Space Trail excursion will be held on Monday, August 2, and is a
whole day excursion. An Operoo note has been sent outlining all details so please read this
carefully and reach out if you have any questions or concerns. We are still in need of
parent helpers, so if you are able to assist on the day, please send us an email as soon as
possible.
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