
 

 
Term 4, Year 6, 2019 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment 

 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

 
Dear God, 

We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community. 
We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You, 

ourselves and the world. 
Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity. 

We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others. 
Amen 

WELCOME
 

2019 has been an exciting year so far, and we’re looking forward to the opportunities 
and experiences on offer in Term 4. 

Congratulations to those who completed the Kokoda Challenge on the last Saturday of 
the school holidays. What an amazing effort, not only during the training sessions and 
the walk itself, but in raising more than $5,000 for the Kokoda Youth Foundation. 
Congratulations, Team St Joseph’s PS! 

Please note, in Term 4, all children will take food wrappings and waste home at the end 
of each school day. The intent behind this initiative is to draw attention to the significant 
amount of unnecessary wrappers and packaging currently in lunchboxes and, 
ultimately, in landfill. We encourage all families to think creatively about how food can 
be purchased and packed in a sustainable manner. Your support is greatly 
appreciated. 

We look forward to working with you during what we’re sure will be a successful end to 
the year. 

Christabel Martin and Kat Guy 

cmartin@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 
kguy@sjelst.catholic.edu.au 

 
IMPORTANT TERM 4 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

 
● Monday, 7 October - Term 4 begins 
● Friday, 11 October - World Teachers’ Day  
● Tuesday, 15 October - Sex Ed 4 Schools program, 6.30pm (no children) 
● Monday, 21 October - Sex Ed 4 Schools program, 6.00pm (session 1) and 7.15pm (session 2) 
● Saturday, 26 October - Working Bee, 9.00am 
● Monday, 4 November - School closure 
● Tuesday, 5 November - Melbourne Cup  
● Monday, 11 November - Remembrance Day 
● Wednesday, 13 November to Friday, 15 November - Year 6 camp, Forest Edge 
● Saturday, 16 November - Dads’ and Kids’ Camping Weekend 
● W/c Monday, 18 November - Sabbath Week (no homework) 
● Wednesday, 27 November - Years 5 and 6 attending Mass, 10.00am 
● Friday, 29 November - Moving Up Day, 9.30am - 1.00pm 
● Monday, 9 December - School closure 
● Tuesday, 10 December - Board and P&F drinks, 6.00pm 
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● Friday, 13 December - End of year Mass, 12.00pm 
● Friday, 13 December - End of year BBQ and picnic, 4.00pm - 6.30pm 
● Monday, 16 December - Year 6 Graduation, 6.00pm - 9.30pm 
● Wednesday, 18 December - Term 4 ends, 1.00pm 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
‘God, Religion and Life’ is our unit this term, through which we will explore: 

● God from a personal perspective and that of other faith traditions 
● An understanding of God as Trinity 
● The significance of God for believers 
● The impact of God on self and others 

 
This is an ideal opportunity to explore other traditions, and the range of beliefs about the nature of 
God. It ties in nicely with the SEL Curriculum, so students will also be encouraged to recognise and 
define examples of stereotypes, descrimination and prejudice, and how they might impact on an 
individual or community. 
 
TOPIC

 
The students will love this term’s Chemical Sciences unit, ‘What a Reaction!’. It presents ample 
opportunity for hands-on experimentation with reversible (melting, freezing, evaporating) and 
irreversible (burning, rusting) change. Students will explore how solids, liquids and gases behave in 
different ways and have observable properties that assist with classification.  
 
Students will also learn how to accurately write a scientific report, practising the scientific inquiry 
skills of: 

● Questioning and predicting 
● Planning and conducting 
● Recording and processing 
● Analysing and evaluating 
● Communicating 

 
LITERACY

 
The conventions of writing will be a strong focus in Year 6 this term, in order to cement some 
grammatical understandings before moving to Year 7. The VCOP program will provide the 
foundation for this instruction, including: 

● Vocabulary - using ambitious vocabulary to ‘uplevel’ descriptions and engage the reader. 
● Connectives - expanding sentences using coordinating (for, and, nor, but, or, yet) and 

subordinating connectives (because, if, when, while). 
● Openers - using a range of outstanding openers to vary the way sentences are started. 
● Punctuation - compiling compound and complex sentences using a range of higher-level 

punctuation. 
 
In Term 4, we will begin book club. The children have chosen their book and have been put into 
groups. Whilst the children read this book, they will take notes on the class focus. These focus 
questions will concentrate on analysing and critiquing the text. Students will then participate in a 
well structured group discussion which will foster collaborative teamwork and build confidence 
when sharing ideas in a small group setting. 
 
Spelling this term will be undertaking a word study, during this time they will explore new words, 
what they mean and how they are built. Students will learn about the history of where these words 
came from and how we can add prefixes and suffixes to create new words. Through this 
exploration students will identify and inquire into many new word families. 
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NUMERACY
 

Throughout Term 4, we will revisit key concepts through ‘multiple exposures’ sessions at the start of 
each Maths lesson, promoting spaced practise through frequent revision. The term will start with a 
challenging (but fun!) project that requires students to research and plan a holiday within a 
certain budget. From there, students will study the following units: 

● Number and Algebra: pattern and algebra, and fractions. 
● Measurement and Geometry: volume, capacity and conversion of measurement, shape 

and geometric reasoning, location and transformation. 
● Statistics and Probability: data, calculating median, mode, range and mean. 

 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING

 
The final domain of the Berry Street Education Model is that of ‘Character’. Students will explore 
their own values and identify personal strengths, before analysing those of the community. Other 
concepts that will be explored include hope and gratitude, before students finish the year by 
‘putting it all together’.  
 
SPECIALIST PROGRAMS

 
MUSIC - Lizbeth Quinn 
After such an amazing school production, we will continue to sing each week in Music. The 
students will be encouraged to identify features of different styles of music, before discussing the 
purpose of each using music terminology. A project entitled, ‘My Style of Music’, will give students 
an opportunity to research, present and perform the style of music that interests them, while 
encouraging them to share creative talents with an audience.  
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Louise Howell 
The Year 6 students will start the term by participating in the Hot Shots tennis program. Hot Shots is 
a modified tennis program that addresses skills and game play, and is designed to introduce 
students to the game of tennis within a school setting. Fair play, cooperation and teamwork will 
remain a focus throughout the term.   
  
VISUAL ART - Lidia Chris 
The Visual Art focus for Years 6 will be developing students’ skills through threading and printing 
activities. They will then finish the term with Christmas activities to celebrate the festive season. 
 
ITALIAN - Franca Butera-Crea 
During Term 4, children in Grade 6 will learn vocabulary related to family members. They will learn 
to describe their family members physical features and emotional characteristics. Children will 
write basic sentences using the verbs; essere and avere and the possessive adjective il mio/il tuo. 
They will reflect upon Michelangelo’s portrait of the ‘La Famiglia Santa’, and explore Italian 
Christmas traditions and celebrations. 
 
ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
● Homework: The students will continue to receive a task each week, planned around 

current classroom concepts. Students should receive this on a Friday and it will be due on 
the following Friday. During the term we will occasionally get them to finish off tasks in one 
night, in preparation for what will occur in Year 7. As well as this, students have an ‘Essential 
Assessment’ login glued into their school diaries, which grants them access to maths 
activities set by their classroom teacher.  

● No hat no play: Students are required to wear their hats from the first day of Term 4. Any 
students without a hat will need to sit under the tree in the front garden. 
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