
Year One Term Two 2021
St Joseph’s Primary School
Respect for Self, Respect for Others, Respect for Environment

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL PRAYER

Dear God,
We thank you for our wonderful school. We are glad we belong to St Joseph's community.

We pray that we will be safe and happy at school, and that we will learn much about You, ourselves
and the world.

Help us to treat each other with respect and generosity.
We hope to be like St Joseph, a person who cared for others.

Amen

Welcome to Term Two!
Welcome back to school- we can’t quite believe that it is already Term Two!

We have a wonderful term planned for the children, with lots of engaging learning experiences happening in
the classroom. We are excited to welcome the involvement of parent helpers this term and we thank you for

your endless support.
As always, please feel free to chat to one of us with any questions.

We look forward to working with you and your children in Term Two!
Claire and Rianne

IMPORTANT TERM TWO DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

● First Day of Term Two, Monday 19th April
● Year Six ANZAC Day liturgy, Thursday 22nd of April 9am
● Junior School ‘Old School Day’, Thursday 22nd of April (see further information below)
● School closure, Friday 23rd of April
● St John’s Ambulance First Aid sessions, Thursday 29th of April
● Cyber Safety and Social Media Parent Information Evening, Monday 3rd May, 7 pm
● Mother’s Day Stalls, Tuesday 4th May
● Mother’s Day breakfast and Year One assembly, Friday 7th of May, 7:30 am - 10 am
● Year One Parish Mass, Friday 7th May, 10 am
● School closure, Friday 11th June
● Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday, Monday 14th June
● End of Term Whole School Mass, Friday 25th June, 12 pm
● Last Day of Term, Friday 25th June, 1 pm



L I T E R A C Y
READING:
During our Reading session, the focus will be on explicitly teaching decoding (learning the
sounds letters and letter patterns make), fluency (reading words at an appropriate pace),
comprehension (understanding the reading), decoding and vocabulary (increasing knowledge of
oral and print words and their meaning).

WRITING: In Writing, the children will have the opportunity to consolidate learned spelling
patterns through the explicit teaching of correct sentence structure. They will learn about nouns
and verbs, and explore the use of a connective to join two simple sentences together. This term,
the children will learn how to retell their experiences in a comprehensive and cohesive manner.
Handwriting will remain a focus, particularly on the correct use of dotted thirds and letter
formation.

SPELLING:
This term we are continuing with the scope and sequence of the Multisensory Structured
Language program. Students will have an explicit teaching session for 30 minutes everyday,
where they will practice the soundpack and taught spelling rules, patterns and sounds. Term Two
will provide opportunities for the children to revise previously learned skills. They will then
continue to work through our spelling scope and sequence, being introduced to more complex
vowel spelling patterns, such as oy/oi  and ow/oa.

TAKE HOME READING:
Students are expected to read at home on a daily basis. Please ensure you record the books your
child reads in their diary. Each Friday students will select 3-4 new books or passages to take
home. If your child selects a longer book, feel free to read it over a few nights.

The books and passages that your child brings home will appear ‘easy’, which is the expectation.
Home reading should not be a difficult task. Rather, it should foster a love of reading and to
ensure reading remains an enjoyable experience at home where they are practising what they
have learnt at school. We recommend engaging in discussion about the books before, during and
after the reading.

N U M E R A C Y
In Year Two there is a strong emphasis on ensuring that the foundational number skills are
consolidated and automatic. We place great importance on these number skills and to the
teaching and practise of these essential skills.

Any additional practise of these skills at home should assist students to have greater automaticity
in their answers to number problems. If you would like any assistance with ways you can be



supporting your child’s development within Number please see us. Students will explore the
following concepts throughout this term;

❏ Counting patterns- counting forwards and backwards by 1s and 10s,
starting from a range of numbers.

❏ Addition and Subtraction- using concrete materials and number lines to
solve addition and subtraction problems. Developing automatic recall
of simple addition number facts.

❏ Shape-naming and describing the features of two-dimensional and
three-dimensional shapes.

❏ Place value-practising counting forwards and backwards by 10s starting
from a range of numbers. Students made the value of a two-digit
number using concrete materials, and articulated how many tens and
ones it was made up of.

❏ Length- measuring and comparing the lengths of objects using uniform
informal units, such as paper clips.

❏ Pattern- copying, creating, and describing shape and number patterns.

These units include a range of hands-on activities, allowing students to see the relevance of
maths in their everyday lives. Thank you for your support at home with encouraging
mathematical language and experiences.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
This term, the Year 1  students will have the opportunity to learn about different ways that we can
pray personally and communally. They will learn about prayer as a time to connect with God.
together. The students will learn the School Prayer, the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the meaning
of each prayer. They will then write their own personal prayers. In addition to these prayer
experiences the students will engage in Christian meditation each Monday morning. The
students will be invited to reflect on various ways in which people can have a relationship with
God. They will create a sacred space in the school and host a liturgy at the end of term.

S O C I A L   E M O T I O N A L   L E A R N I N G (SEL)
Throughout Term One, students learned about concepts such as self-regulation, de-escalation,
mindfulness, and what it means to be present, centred and grounded.

Such self-management skills provide a sound foundation for the Term Two domain of ‘Stamina’,
from the Berry Street Education Model curriculum framework. Therefore, the Term 2 SEL unit will
explore concepts such as:

● Growth mindset - growth versus fixed mindset, mindset awareness



● Emotional intelligence - identifying emotions within themselves and others
● Resilience - defining resilience, helpful and unhelpful thinking
● Stamina - skills for independent learning

TOPIC
In our History unit, students will be exploring Community Histories, through the lens of personal
history, the history of our school, and how our community has changed over time. The unit began
with an ‘Old School’ day for the junior students to immerse themselves in the various concepts of
history. Throughout the term, students will be explicitly taught historical concepts and skills,
including chronology, continuity and change. We will also explore the reasons behind ‘Welcome
to Country’, the way life has changed for the traditional custodians of our land, and the
significance of cultural landmarks and how they impact our society today. The students learning
in this unit will culminate with a student-led project, where they will share their learning in a
Junior School exhibition.

S P E C I A L I S T   P R O G R A M S
The children will continue to have Sport, Music, Italian and Visual Arts on WEDNESDAYS. Library
is also every WEDNESDAY and in order for children to borrow books they will need their library
bags at school.

ART - Lidia Chris
During Term 2, the children are going to develop their drawing skills through the use of a variety
of different tools and materials. They will be making a special Mother's Day card and creating
various painting pieces based on the topic; Learning from Our Past.

MUSIC - Erin Abaslom
Music from Around the World: Students in Year 2 this term will be studying musical cultures
from around the world. Each week will focus on a different continent and involve both listening
to, and recreating music in the style of its unique region. By the end of this unit, students should
have an appreciation of different cultures, as well as an ability to sing and perform music from
around the world. The character strengths we will be focusing on are perspective, appreciation
of beauty and curiosity.

PE - Louise Howell
This term the Year Two children will be focusing on the fundamental motor skills used when
playing Soccer and Basketball. We will  revise and extend skills such as kicking, dribbling,
passing and goal shooting. They will continue to focus on fair play and good sportsmanship.



We are very lucky to have a new snow sports program during this term. The students will learn
skills that are required when tackling the slopes on a snowboard!

Italian - Franca Butera-Crea
During Term Two, children in Year Two will learn vocabulary related to family members. There
will be a focus on masculine and feminine nouns and adjectives.  Students will create a simple
family tree that they will label in Italian. They will also be exploring the origins of the Italian
language.


